
Florida Project Learning Tree Sunshine State Standards linkages for 
grades 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12: EVERY DROP COUNTS (#38; pp. 122-125 in 
old edition PreK-8 Activity Guide; pp. 163-165 new edition) 
 
Subject Area: Language Arts 
  
 Strand: Listening, Viewing, and Speaking 
  Standard 1: The student uses listening strategies effectively. 

• Grades 3-5 and Grades 6-8: No applicable benchmarks 
• Grades 9-12 – Benchmark: uses effective strategies for informal and 

formal discussions, including listening actively and reflectively, 
connecting to and building on the ideas of a previous speaker, and 
respecting the viewpoints of others. [LA.C.1.4.3] 

 Standard 3: The student uses speaking strategies effectively. 
• Grades 3-5 – Benchmark: speaks for specific occasions, audiences, and 

purposes, including conversations, discussions, projects, and informational 
or imaginative presentations. [LA.C.3.2.3] 

• Grades 6-8 – Benchmark: speaks for various occasions, audiences, and 
purposes, including conversations, discussions, projects, and 
informational, persuasive, or technical presentations. [LA.C.3.3.3] 

• Grades 9-12: No applicable benchmark 
 
Subject Area: Mathematics 
 
 Strand: Number Sense, Concepts, and Operations 
  Standard 3: The student understands the effects of operations on numbers and the  
  relationships among these operations, selects appropriate operations, and  
  computes for problem solving. 

• Grades 3-5 – Benchmark: adds, subtracts, and multiplies whole numbers, 
decimals, and fractions, including mixed numbers, and divides whole 
numbers to solve real-world problems, using appropriate methods of 
computing, such as mental mathematics, paper and pencil, and calculator. 
[MA.A.3.2.3] 

• Grades 6-8 – Benchmark: adds, subtracts, multiplies, and divides whole 
numbers, decimals, and fractions, including mixed numbers, to solve real-
world problems, using appropriate methods of computing, such as mental 
mathematics, paper and pencil, and calculator. [MA.A.3.3.3]  

• Grades 9-12 – Benchmark: adds, subtracts, multiplies, and divides real 
numbers, including square roots and exponents, using appropriate methods 
of computing, such as mental mathematics, paper and pencil, and 
calculator. [MA.A.3.4.3] 

 
 
 
 



 Strand: Measurement 
  Standard 1: The student measures quantities in the real world and uses the  
  measures to solve problems. 

• Grades 3-5 – Benchmark: solves real-world problems involving length, 
weight, perimeter, area, capacity, volume, time, temperature, and angles. 
[MA.B.1.2.2] 

• Grades 6-8 and Grades 9-12: No applicable benchmarks 
 Standard 3: The student estimates measurements in real-world problem  
 situations. 

• Grades 3-5 – Benchmark: solves real-world problems involving estimates 
of measurements, including length, time, weight, temperature, money, 
perimeter, area, and volume. [MA.B.3.2.1] 

• Grades 6-8 – Benchmark: solves real-world and mathematical problems 
involving estimates of measurements including length, time, weight/mass, 
temperature, money, perimeter, area, and volume, in either customary or 
metric units. [MA.B.3.3.1] 

• Grades 9-12 – Benchmark: solves real-world and mathematical problems 
involving estimates of measurements, including length, time, weight/mass, 
temperature, money, perimeter, area, and volume, and estimates the effects 
of measurement errors on calculations. [MA.B.3.4.1] 

 
Subject Area: Science 
 
 Strand: Processes that Shape the Earth 
  Standard 2: The student understands the need for protection of the natural 
  systems on Earth. 

• Grades 3-5 – Benchmark: knows that using, recycling, and reducing the 
use of natural resources improve and protect the quality of life. 
[SC.D.2.2.1] 

• Grades 6-8 – Benchmark: knows the positive and negative consequences 
of human action on the Earth’s systems. [SC.D.2.3.2] 

• Grades 9-12: No applicable benchmark 
 
 Strand: How Living Things Interact with Their Environment 
  Standard 1: The student understands the competitive, interdependent, cyclic 
  nature of living things in the environment. 

• Grades 3-5 and Grades 6-8: No applicable benchmarks 
• Grades 9-12 – Benchmark: knows of the great diversity and 

interdependence of living things. [SC.G.1.4.1] 
 Standard 2: The student understands the consequences of using limited natural 
 resources. 

• Grades 3-5 and Grades 6-8: No applicable benchmarks 
• Grades 9-12 – Benchmark: knows the ways in which humans today are 

placing their environmental support systems at risk (e.g., rapid human 
population growth, environmental degradation, and resource depletion). 
[SC.G.2.4.6] 



 
Subject Area: Social Studies 
 
 Strand: People, Places, and Environment (Geography) 
  Standard 2: The student understands the interactions of people and the physical 
  environment. 

• Grades 3-5 – Benchmark: understands how human activity affects the 
physical environment. [SS.B.2.2.3] 

• Grades 6-8: No applicable benchmark 
• Grades 9-12 – Benchmark: understands the global impact of human 

changes in the physical environment. [SS.B.2.4.4] 
 
 Strand: Economics 
  Standard 1: The student understands how scarcity requires individuals and 
  institutions to make choices about how to use resources.  

• Grades 3-5 – Benchmark: understands that scarcity of resources requires 
choices on many levels, from the individual to societal. [SS.D.1.2.2] 

• Grades 6-8 and Grades 9-12: No applicable benchmarks 
 
Subject Area: The Arts – Visual Arts 
 
 Strand: Skills and Techniques 
  Standard 1: The student understands and applies, media, techniques, and 
  processes. 

• Grades 3-5 – Benchmark: uses and organizes two-dimensional and three-
dimensional media, techniques, tools, and processes to produce works of 
art that are derived from personal experience, observation, or imagination. 
[VA.A.1.2.1] 

• Grades 6-8: No applicable benchmark 
• Grades 9-12 – Benchmark: uses two-dimensional and three-dimensional 

media, techniques, tools, and processes to communicate an idea or concept 
based on research, environment, personal experience, observation, or 
imagination. [VA.A.1.4.1] 

 
 Strand: Creation and Communication 
  Standard 1: The student creates and communicates a range of subject matter, 
  symbols, and ideas using knowledge of structures and functions of visual arts. 

• Grades 3-5: No applicable benchmark 
• Grades 6-8 – Benchmark: knows how the qualities and characteristics of 

art media, techniques, and processes can be used to enhance 
communication of experiences and ideas. [VA.B.1.3.2] 

• Grades 9-12: No applicable benchmark 


