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September @ 2010

That 6s right, itds 2010, and 2008Soetherdn Foneatér.| Mostpfut t he

the students that participated in this event have graduated and moved on, so | guess thigasitiar pos

Hosting the 2008 ASFC Concl ave was something 16d
the UF Forestry Club in the early 2000s. Attending many-kusgllconclaves as both a student (back in

the 1980s) and a faculty member helpeddidinot completely prepare me for what would need to be

done. A year of planning and a couple of months of intenseuleabrk did the trick, though, and |

think our event went off well, despite the torrential rains and some close calls with a viorous s

Conclave is a team effort, and | am grateful for the many folks that pitched in to help make our event
happen.I ¢ a n Gveryamahai &elped, but | must single out a few that went over and above the call
of duty. Dave Buckley and especiallfike fiDr. Conclavé Fountainwere always willing to give advice

and share their experience with hosting conclavg.boss and the director of the UF School of Forest
Resources and Conservation, Dr. Tim White, provided steadfast financial and professional support while |
was distracted with this task.arry Korhnak took great team and competitpdotos The faculty in the

School were lined up to help and were indisgaedior pulling off the technical events. The members of
the UF Forestry Club came through when they needelddora (Paterson) Sadowskid Mae Kiggins
werealways in tharenches for us getting website and admiatste tasks doneGary Johns and Lamar
Courtney were the muscles of the operation, felling trees, moving equipment, and doing the hundreds of
tasks that require heavy equipmentls,trucks, and a good work ethic. Finalye cart forgetDan

Schultz, the Forester of our Sch@@olorest. Dan kept this effort moving from day @fg@lanninguntil

the cleanup was finied andfor that lam incredibly thankful.Conclave 2008 would not have happened
without Dan.

Conclavehas a rich history going back more than five decades, but | am concerned about its future. For a
change, my concern is not about alcohol or other issues related to professionalism at Cahelave

advisors and students finally solved these probla few years agand the event is now highly

professional and famitjriendly. My concern is thain the future, fewer and fewer faculty are going to be
willing to escort students to Conclave, even less to take on the responsibility of hosting thénethent.

past few years we have encountered multiple clubs that have difficulty finding faculty willing to travel

with them to Conclaveand in some cases this has led to schools dropping out of the ABF&e, one

of the man reasons | have been willing to serve as Forestry Club Advisor year after year, and to dedicate
a year of my time to planning and hosting Conclave, is because | love the profession of forestry, and |
remember the great times Ichat Conclave as a
student.| predict thatfaculty support for Conclave will
continue to fade as forestry departments become mdg
integrated and diverse, and fewand fewer feulty P
have personal experiences with the culture of forestitg
and with Conclave itselfThisis probablyan
unavoidableside effect of thénevitable anchecessary
evolution of our profession, but it is a shame
nonetheless.

On a brighter note, thanks to everybody that came
down to Gainesville in 2008, and tharésofor your
usual positive attitudes, great sportsmanship, and
camaraderie 18] see some of you inthensin 2011!

Tim Martin, UF Forestry Club Advisor
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