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 W hen you think of what Florida wildlife 

needs to persist over time, you have to 

start with habitat. Habitat must not only be set aside 

and conserved, but also managed in a way that benefits 

imperiled and common species alike. As the state wild-

life agency, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission (FWC) is a big proponent of ecological habi-

tat management and has taken proactive steps to en-

sure it directly benefits wildlife. FWC created the Wild-

life Conservation Prioritization and Recovery Program 

(WCPR) to help increase awareness of wildlife habitat 

needs, prioritize on-the-ground management, and coor-

dinate monitoring on Florida’s Wildlife Management 

Areas (WMAs) and 

Wildlife & Environmen-

tal Areas (WEAs). 

 Since its creation 

in 2008, the WCPR has 

striven to define the 

conservation role of 

each WMA/WEA where 

the FWC is the lead 

agency. The process 

starts by compiling information about species. This in-

cludes using statewide potential habitat models, which 

WCPR refines into area-specific habitat maps with the 

help of staff knowledge and expert opinions. Each 

WMA/WEA then receives a workshop where local staff, 

species experts, external partners, and section leader-

ship meet to discuss the area’s role in wildlife conserva-

tion. At workshops, participants define the role of each 

WMA/WEA, developing goals and objectives for each 

focal species suspected to occur on-site. Participants 

discuss recommendations for habitat management, 

wildlife monitoring, and research questions. Afterwards, 

these discussions are adapted into Species Manage-

ment Strategies that function as a prioritized list of ac-

tions that staff can take to assist the recovery of imper-

iled wildlife, while also ensuring common species stay 

common. 

 Now in its sev-

enth year, WCPR has 

conducted 31 work-

shops and developed 

34 strategies for 

FWC-lead areas. The 

program has tallied a 

number of conserva-

tion successes, including; 

 Improved fox squirrel habitat at Chassahowitzka 

WMA by thinning 265 acres, reducing oaks on 185 

acres, and burning on 605 acres. 

 Captured >700 Florida mice during surveys at the 

Lake Wales Ridge WEA. 

 Installed 3 clusters for endangered red-cockaded 

woodpeckers at Apalachicola River WEA, which 

have since become active. 

 Completed scrub management research at Guana 

River WMA. 

 Improved dry prairie for endangered Florida grass-

hopper sparrows at Three Lakes WMA. 
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Southern Pine Beetle infestations in relation to forest stand conditions, previous thinning, 
and prescribed burning: Evaluation of the Southern Pine Beetle Prevention Program 
 

J.T. Nowak, J.R. Meeker, D.R. Coyle, C.A. Steiner, and C. Brownie. Journal of Forestry. 2015. 
113:454-462. 
 

ABSTRACT:  Since 2003, the Southern Pine Beetle Prevention Program (SPBPP) (a joint effort of the USDA 
Forest Service and Southern Group of State Foresters) has encouraged and provided cost-share assistance for 
silvicultural treatments to reduce stand/forest susceptibility to the southern pine beetle (SPB) (Dendroctonus 
frontalis Zimmermann) in the southeastern United States. Until now, stand- and landscape-level tests of this 
program's efficacy were nonexistent. In 2012, SPB outbreaks occurred in the Homochitto and Bienville National 
Forests (NFs) in Mississippi. Parts of each NF were treated (thinned) using SPBPP management 
recommendations, whereas other areas were untreated (unthinned). In the Homochitto NF, 99.7% of SPB spots 
occurred in unthinned stands, whereas all SPB spots occurred in unthinned stands in the Bienville NF. Unthinned 
stands in both NFs had higher basal area, higher stocking, and lower growth rates over the last decade. Burning 
also resulted in a lower incidence of SPB infestation. Our retrospective study results validate the effectiveness of 
SPBPP treatments for reducing stand- and landscape-level susceptibility to SPB, which encourages proper 
silvicultural methods that increase tree spacing, growth, and vitality, while effectively altering the in-stand 
atmosphere enough to interfere with SPB pheromone communication, thus reducing susceptibility to SPB spot 
initiation and spread. 
 
Society of American Foresters ©2015.  To read the full article, CFEOR members click here. 

 

Prioritizing Wildlife Habitat Management, continued 

 Now that nearly all lead areas have undergone a WCPR workshop, FWC will evaluate the program’s 

accomplishments and long-term future. Currently, staff are developing a Programmatic Assessment, which will 

reach-out to people involved in past WCPR activities. The Programmatic Assessment will help determine what 

parts of the program have been effective, develop strategies for overcoming shortfalls, and create measurable 

objectives to gauge progress over the next 10 years of WCPR.   

 As the program continues to develop and implement Strategies, WCPR will achieve its goal of enhanced 

focal and listed species management. The next steps for the program are to update wildlife monitoring methods 

on FWC-lead areas, assess whether Strategies have achieved the desired conservation results, and assist with 

the roll-out of the FWC’s new Imperiled Species Management Plan (ISMP). As we assess the program, WCPR will 

keep working to promote habitat management that benefits wildlife. Find out more about Florida’s WMAs at 

http://myfwc.com/viewing/recreation/.  
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Brad Ellis/Florida Forest Service 

 Steering Committee Chair 
 

Newsletter Contacts 
Tony Fedler, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  
tfedler@ufl.edu 

Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 

njp@ufl.edu 
Phone 352.846.0546 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 

110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 Wildlands Fire & Education Conference, Backyards 

and Beyond. October  22-24, 2015. Myrtle Beach, SC.  

National Fire Protection Association’s bi-annual 

Backyards & Beyond Wildland Fire Education 

Conference is a great place for community leaders, 

researchers, insurance professionals, emergency 

responders, homeowners and others involved in wildfire 

safety and preparedness to share their knowledge and 

best practices on key wildfire issues that they can then 

take back to their communities and workplace.  For 

more information visit the conference website: http://

www.nfpa.org/training/backyards-and-beyond 

 Certified Pile Burner Course, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, 

West Central Florida Agriculture Center (Sumter 

County Fairgrounds) Bushnell, FL. $50 fee includes 

lunch and materials. Contact DarLinda Duteau at  (352) 

569-6865 or dduteau@ufl.edu for more information. 

 

 Collaborating to Manage Ecosystems. Presented in a 

hybrid format, this workshop builds an appreciation of 

how to manage natural areas as part of a larger ecosystem, 

in coordination with neighboring land owners. Online: 22 

September - 24 October, 2014. In-person: 29 - 30 October, 

2014 Wekiwa Springs State Park, Apopka FL. For more 

information go to: http://wec.ufl.edu/nata 
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