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 C FEOR researchers recently were awarded a com-

petitive grant through the University of Florida’s 

McIntire-Stennis supplemental grant program to evaluate 

barriers to forest landowner adoption of recently developed 

state Wildlife Best Management Practices (BMPs). Regulatory 

pressure from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has 

motivated the State of Florida to employ wildlife BMPs to 

help prevent further species loss. The intention of the BMPs is 

to preclude the listing of as many of species as possible at the 

next USFWS assessment of imperiled species in Florida. As a 

result, the Florida Forest Service (FFS), working with the Flori-

da Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) and 

many other partners, developed a set of wildlife BMPs that 

were adopted by the Florida Forest Service in 2014.  Wildlife 

BMPs for forest lands include practices such as: minimizing 

soil disturbance, protecting specific types of vegetation used 

as habitat, increasing rotation periods, implementing season-

al harvesting, lowering stand density, and widening riparian 

buffer zones.  

 It is expected that some landowners may be motivated 

to participate in wildlife BMPs if they can help prevent further 

“interference” from federal agencies and reduce the likeli-

hood of additional listings in the future. Based on current 

knowledge, 16 of the State Imperiled Species occur in areas 

where silviculture, or other agricultural activities, has the po-

tential to influence important habitat. As such, the state has 

recommended that along with wildlife BMPs, Safe Harbor 

Agreements (SHAs) be provided to limit landowner risk asso-

ciated with habitat changes that may attract endangered spe-

cies. Despite this, the 31 year history of adopting the FFS vol-

untary silviculture BMPs, and more recently USFWS SHAs, 

suggests the new wildlife BMPs may also face slow adoption 

by forest landowners. Further, landowners are faced with 

BMP implementation costs and an increased risk of being 

regulated if they encourage already listed species to use their 

lands. 

 The study will investigate how Florida landowners will 

receive these voluntary wildlife BMPs, how their views are 

affected by SHAs, and the role that various incentives play in 

encouraging wildlife BMP adoption.  If BMP adoption is suc-

cessful, widespread implementation may result in a reduction 

in total forest outputs over time. Therefore, the study will 

also examine the tradeoffs and synergies associated with im-

periled species protection and the Florida timber economy. 

 Goals of the project are to extend the understanding of 

landowner barriers to adopting wildlife BMPs, develop strate-

gies for improving industrial and non-industrial landowner 

adoption of the recent wildlife BMPs, and examine how wild-

life BMP adoption can impact forest outputs. Specific study 

objectives are to: 1) Identify preferences associated with 

attributes describing BMPs and incentives (e.g., payment lev-

els, provision of an SHA); 2) Estimate the likelihood of land-

owners adopting BMPs under different incentive levels; 3) 

Identify attitudes and beliefs that explain choice behaviors 

(e.g., adoption of BMPs); 4) Estimate landowner costs of 

adopting recommended BMPs; 5) Model the impact BMPs 

have on forest production and revenues under different poli-

cy options; and 6) Develop outreach materials for educating 

forest landowners about the benefits and costs of BMP and 

SHA programs. The project is scheduled for completion during 

the summer 2016. 

http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/index.html


 

 

 
Chemical use and forest certification: Productivity and economic implications 
B.C. Mendell, A.H. Lang, W. Caldwell and D.L. Gilbert. 2015. Journal of Forestry, 113(4): 367-371. 
 

ABSTRACT:  Forest certification programs provide standards for multiple aspects of forest management, including the 
use of chemicals for mitigating competition and forest pests. The three most common programs in the United States—
the American Tree Farm System, the Forest Stewardship Council, and the Sustainable Forestry Initiative—all address 
chemical use. To evaluate relative impacts under different certification schemes, this research estimates productivity 
and economic implications of a scenario resembling management on nonindustrial private forestland. The research 
compares estimates from a mechanical-only treatment and two levels of chemical treatments. Results indicate that 
strict chemical use restrictions lead to lower levels of forest productivity and reduce potential financial returns. The 
mechanical scenario generated 6% less volume than the baseline scenario, and the more chemically intensive scenario 
generated 12% more volume than the baseline. The estimated net present value of the mechanical scenario (no 
chemical use) was 12% less than the baseline. 
 
Society of American Foresters ©2015.  To read the full article, CFEOR members click here. 
 

 
The importance of being green: The influence of green behaviors on 
Americans’ political attitudes toward climate change 
K. Lacasse. 2015. Environment and Behavior, 47(7):754-781. 
 

ABSTRACT:  Two studies investigated whether performing green behaviors may influence people’s political attitudes 
regarding climate change. A survey study revealed that self-reported green behaviors indirectly predicted American 
participants’ political attitudes regarding climate change, and that this relationship was mediated by their green self-
perceptions. This relationship was relatively stronger for conservatives than for liberals. An experimental study 
included two conditions: one which led people to perceive that they often performed green behaviors and another 
that led them to perceive that they failed to perform green behaviors. Political-orientation was found to moderate 
the effect of green behavior perceptions on ratings of the importance of climate-related issues and on support for 
emissions-reducing policies. Liberals reported greater importance and greater policy support when perceiving that 
they failed to act green, while conservatives did not. Implications for green behavior campaigns and their political 
spillover effects are discussed. 
 
Sage ©2015.  To read the full article, CFEOR members click here. 

http://sfrc.ufl.edu/cfeor/LogIn/log%20in%20docs/recent%20research/2015_07_10_Mendell.pdf
http://sfrc.ufl.edu/cfeor/LogIn/log%20in%20docs/recent%20research/2015_07_10_Lacasse.pdf


 

 

CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 
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Tony Fedler, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  
tfedler@ufl.edu 

Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 

njp@ufl.edu 
Phone 352.846.0546 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 

110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 Wildlands Fire & Education Conference, Backyards and 
Beyond. October 22-24, 2015. Myrtle Beach, SC.  
National Fire Protection Association’s bi-annual 
Backyards & Beyond Wildland Fire Education Conference 
is a great place for community leaders, researchers, 
insurance professionals, emergency responders, 
homeowners and others involved in wildfire safety and 
preparedness to share their knowledge and best 
practices on key wildfire issues that they can then take 
back to their communities and workplace.  For more 
information visit the conference website: http://
www.nfpa.org/training/backyards-and-beyond 

 Certified Pile Burner Course, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, West 
Central Florida Agriculture Center (Sumter County 
Fairgrounds) Bushnell, FL. $50 fee includes lunch and 
materials. Contact DarLinda Duteau at  (352) 569-6865 or 
dduteau@ufl.edu for more information. 

 S130/190 Basic Wildland Firefighter Training. Online: 
August 3 - 14, 2015 and In-person: August 18 - 21, 2015 
(Both the online and in-person trainings are required).  
This course is designed to provide entry level firefighter 

skills. Participants will receive NWCG certificates for S130, 

S190, and L180. For more information go to: http://
wec.ufl.edu/nata 

 
 Collaborating to Manage Ecosystems. Presented in a 

hybrid format, this workshop builds an appreciation of how 

to manage natural areas as part of a larger ecosystem, in 
coordination with neighboring land owners. Online: 22 
September - 24 October, 2014. In-person: 29 - 30 October, 
2014 Wekiwa Springs State Park, Apopka FL. For more 

information go to: http://wec.ufl.edu/nata 
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