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 T he concept of forest health can mean different 
things to different people. It can range from the 

health of the trees to the functioning of the ecosystem 
encompassing a forest. Forest managers likely view the 
concept quite differently than the public or educators trying 
to introduce the concept to elementary and secondary school 
children. One goal of school curriculum is to prepare youth to 
tackle complex issues. Although there is no shortage of 
current, challenging, complicated problems on which to 
practice, teachers may not have current information with 
locally relevant applications to create engaging interactive 
lessons for use in the classroom. Many complex 
environmental issues are burdened with popular 
misconceptions, political rhetoric and confusion, making it 
even more difficult for teachers to know what to convey.  

 The topic of forest health fits this profile. Media 
reports tell of forest decline due to exploding populations of 
bark beetles —hardly enough for an exploration of forest 
health. The less controversial approach to teaching forest 
health, identifying insects and evidence of disease, however, 
does not prepare youth to understand the myriad of 
management questions, biological complexities or ways 
people alter terrestrial and aquatic systems that impact forest 
health. 

 When the Florida Forest Service asked University of 
Florida, School of Forest Resources and Conservation 
environmental educators to develop educational materials to 

help teachers convey a systems perspective to forest health, 
they took the opportunity to (a) better understand how 
educators understand this topic, (b) identify the information 
and strategies teachers may prefer to use when conveying 
information to youth, and (c) discover what kinds of 
experiences may have influenced teacher knowledge. 
Researchers probed educator knowledge and experience 
through qualitative interviews to develop important insights 
to enable development of educational forest health materials 
that could be more readily accepted and understood by 
educators.  

 This research showed that home and life experiences 
appear to contribute to how educators understand forest 
health. One might rightly assume that a class of students from 
different backgrounds will include a variety of perspectives on 
what constitutes a healthy forest and the factors influencing 
forest health. Thus, instructional materials that enable 
teachers to assess student knowledge, select helpful 
activities, modify activities, and offer several versions of an 
activity to different types of students would be most useful. 
By the same token, teachers in urban and rural schools will 
need to be able to modify the same curriculum to address the 
prior knowledge that their students will likely bring. 

 These precepts and understandings were 
instrumental in the development of both the secondary and 
elementary curricula on forest health desired by the Florida 
Forest Service. Both forest health curricula were designed 
using the Project Learning Tree curriculum model as a Florida-
specific supplement. Project Learning Tree (PLT) is a research-
based, nationally acclaimed environmental education 
program. Both curricula continue to be promoted through the 
Florida Forestry Teachers Tour and at Florida PLT facilitator 
and educator training workshops. 

 Learn more about the forest health curriculum and 
Florida Project Learning Tree by visiting their website at:  

http://sfrc.ufl.edu/plt/ 

Click here to view the K-8 Forest Health module and High 
School Forest Health module. 
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Perceptions of Forest Health Among Preservice Educators and 
Implication for Teaching Youth 
 

M.C. Monroe and S. Laurettta. 2014. Applied Journal of Environmental Education and 
Communication, 13:5-14. 
 
ABSTRACT:  The objectives of this study were to (a) determine preservice educators’ perceptions of forest health, (b) 
define the experiences which may have influenced their understanding, and (c) identify the approaches they might use 
to convey forest health information. Twelve interviews were conducted with preservice science and agriculture 
education students at the University of Florida who are likely to teach about forest ecosystems. Results suggest that 
many respondents understand ecosystem function, the importance of insects, and the effects of invasive species. Most 
respondents demonstrated little knowledge of diseases, fungi, and appropriate ways to use the analogy of human 
health. Several findings suggest these perceptions are related to the types of experiences respondents had with forests. 
 
Taylor and Francis Group, LLC ©2014.  To read the full article, CFEOR members click here. 
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manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 
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 2015 Conference on Laurel Wilt Disease and Natural 

Ecosystems: Impacts, Mitigation and the Future. June 16-

-18, 2015. This conference provides a timely opportunity to 

learn the most recent state of knowledge regarding laurel 

wilt, its biology, impacts in native ecosystems and efforts to 

mitigate for its devastating effects. Coral Springs Marriott, 

11775 Heron Bay Blvd. Coral Springs, FL. Contact: Beth 

Miller-Tipton at bmt@ufl.edu or call 352-392-5930. http://

conference.ifas.ufl.edu/LaurelWilt/ 

 

 Managing Fire, Understanding Ourselves:  Human 

Dimensions in Safety and Wildland Fire. 13th 

International Wildland Fire Safety Summit and 4th 

Human Dimensions of Wildland Fire, Boise Centre, 

Boise, Idaho, USA, April 20-24, 2015. http://

inawf.memberclicks.net/upcoming-conferences 

 Fire in Eastern Oak Forests Conference. The 5th Fire 

in Eastern Oak Forests Conference will be held 27-29 

May 2015 at the Bryant Conference Center on the 

University of Alabama campus in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

The goal of the Fire in Eastern Oak Forests Conference is 

to improve land stewardship through transfer of 

knowledge and technology of fire as a management tool 

and its role in a historical context. The conference brings 

together noted experts in research and management to 

present state-of-the-art information, perspectives, and 

syntheses on key issues and provides learning and 

networking opportunities to over 300 participants. http://

easternfire.as.ua.edu/ 
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