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Teaching Florida’s children about the natural role of fire– The Fire in Florida 
Ecosystems Curriculum 

Author: Pete Colverson, Communications Specialist, Pandion Systems Inc. 

 F ire is an important ecological force in 

Florida which is often poorly understood by 

Florida’s residents. Misunderstanding can lead to 

opposition to prescribed burning. A variety of strategies 

can protect the ability of land managers to implement 

ecological based prescribed fires. County or city 

ordinances, homeowner association covenants and 

cooperation from highway regulatory authorities can all 

assist prescribed burners to do their job. An 

underpinning of all these efforts has to be ongoing and 

consistent public education. 

 Fire in Florida’s Ecosystems (FIFE) is a curriculum 

for K-12 produced by the Florida Division of Forestry 

and distributed by Pandion Systems. This curriculum, 

now in its twelfth year, includes lessons on fire 

adaptations, fire ecology, fire management, comparison 

of different fuels, explorations of attitudes about fire 

and how to live safely in the wildland urban interface 

using Firewise principles. The curriculum is distributed 

to teachers and other educators (Master Naturalists, 

Nature Center docents, etc.)  during  training sessions 

where they are guided through some of  the lessons 

and become comfortable with important concepts 

about fire, many of which are new to them. FIFE is 

supported with videos and teaching power points. It is 

also packed with prewritten assessment questions and 

is correlated to the new Sunshine State Standards. 

 Close to 2,000 teachers have received FIFE 

training over the last 12 years and follow-up surveys 

have revealed that many of them are able to use some 

of the lessons in their regular teaching. The diversity of 

lessons that cover science, language arts, math and 

social studies provide opportunities for teams of 

teachers to share the lessons. Each lesson is designed 

primarily for a grade range but all have enrichment and 

extension activities that allow for modification and 

creativity. 

 FIFE has been upgraded over the years. The latest 

upgrade included the creation of 2 new lessons; one on 

Florida’s natural communities and fire management and 

the other on fire ecology associated with the carbon 

cycle and climate change. All existing lessons were 

reviewed and updated at the same time. Also new this 

year and very exciting; FIFE now has 4 “Fire Masters” 

who are trained to implement their own trainings. This 

has dramatically increased our capacity to reach 

Florida’s educators with this curriculum. 

 For more information on the FIFE curriculum, 

please visit the FIFE website: http://

www.pandionsystems.com/Services/TrainingPrograms/

FireinFloridasEcosystems/tabid/102/Default.aspx. You 

can review and download lessons, register for a 

workshop and contact us to set up a workshop in your 

area. Please share this information with educators to 

help us spread this valuable curriculum that supports 

and promotes prescribed fire. 

www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR 

Fire in Florida Ecosystems Curriculum and Educator Training 
Program website, www.pandionsystems.com/Services/
TrainingPrograms/FireinFloridasEcosystems. 
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Response of Cogongrass to Imazapyr Herbicides on a Reclaimed Phosphate-Mine Site in 

Central Florida 

Holzmueller, E and S Jose. 2010. Ecological Restoration 28(3) 300-303. 

Cogongrass {Imperata cylindrica) is a globally recognized invasive weed; it has caused land management problems 

and threatened critical habitat in the southeastern United States as well as on most continents. We tested four rates 

of imazapyr (1.17, 2.34, 3.51 and 4.68 L/ha), the most effective active ingredient available for cogongrass control, as 

two formulations (Chopper and the new generation Chopper known as Chopper GEN2) on cogongrass cover over a 

27-month period in central Florida. One month after the |une treatment, Chopper GEN2 provided significantly 

greater cover reduction than the original Chopper formulation. Twelve months after treatment, cogongrass top 

regrowth cover was similar among all herbicide treatments, ranging from 1% to 3%. However, 15 months after 

treatment, cogongrass cover was significantly higher at the lowest rates of Chopper treatments than for the 

Chopper GEN2 treatments, and this trend continued throughout the experiment. Overall, Chopper GEN2 provided 

immediate control (one month after treatment) that continued to 27 months after treatment. 

©University of Wisconsin Press. To read the full article members click here.  

 

Forest Stewardship Videoconference: Greenbelt 

Update – Conservation Use Assessments, 

December 14, 2010 2-4 pm, ET, G001 McCarty Hall, 

UF Campus, Gainesville, broadcast to UF-IFAS 

Extension facilities across Florida. For details and 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  o n - l i n e  g o  t o :  

http://fsp-videoconference121410.eventbrite.com/  

 

Webinar on Torrefied Biomass, January 5, 2011 

11:00am-12:30pm CT. Learn more about 

torrefaction, or roasted biomass, at this webinar. Is 

it economical and what is the status of it's 

development? Fee: $345; $150 discount if paid by 

January 4. Call Electric Utility Consultants, Inc. (EUCI) 

at (303) 770-8800. or go to http://www.euci.com/

pdf/0111-torrefaction.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forest Stewardship Workshop: Invasive Exotic 

Plants and Their Control, January 12, 2011. 9 am - 3 

pm ET, Trout Lake Nature Center, Eustis, FL. Lunch, 

materials, FDOACS pesticide applicator CEUs and 

SAF CFEs will be provided. For details and 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  o n - l i n e  g o  t o : h t t p : / /

fspworkshop011211.eventbrite.com/ 

 

CFEOR Tour of Green Circle Bio-Energy Plant,  

January 20, 2010, 10am – 12pm, Cottondale, FL. 

Details and registration go to: http://

w w w . s f r c . u f l . e d u / C F E O R / U p c o m i n g %

20Events.html#green 

 

2010-11 FL-GA Game Management Update Series, 

Financing Conservation on Private Lands, February 

4, 2011. UF-IFAS Leon County Extension Center, 

Tallahassee, FL. Cost is $25, lunch and materials 

included. Details and registration on-line: http://

flgagmus.eventbrite.com/ 
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http://www.euci.com/pdf/0111-torrefaction.pdf
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Steering Committee Chair 

Tim Breault, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 
Newsletter Contacts 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  

mkreye@ufl.edu 
Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 
njp@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 
110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 

2010-11 FL-GA Game Management Update Series, 

Financing Conservation on Private Lands, February 

4, 2011. UF-IFAS Leon County Extension Center, 

Tallahassee, FL. Cost is $25, lunch and materials 

included. Details and registration on-line: http://

flgagmus.eventbrite.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forest Bioenergy Conference, Feburary 4, 2010 

from 7:30 am to 4:30 pm ET at the Georgia Public 

Safety Training Center in Forsyth, GA.  The southeast 

has plentiful forest biomass and a competitive wood 

supply system - how will the addition of new 

markets affect our forest economy for landowners 

and other wood users? Fee: $175; lunch included. 

Contact Judy Couch at (478) 992-8110 or 

judy@gfagrow.org. Visit http://www.gfagrow.org/

bioenergy.asp to learn more. 
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