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The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and 

Florida Forest Service recently renewed their focus on 

private forest landowner’s role in managing state imperiled wildlife species. 

In a cooperative effort with other state agencies and interest groups, a list of 

voluntary wildlife Best Management Practices (BMPs) was developed that 

would benefit 16 State Imperiled Species (SIS) by helping minimize the 

impacts of forest management activities. Advocates of the Wildlife BMP 

program hoped that the widespread adoption of Wildlife BMPs would 

illustrate the potential for using voluntary approaches to protect imperiled 

wildlife species on private forest 

lands and help reduce pressure to 

add additional wildlife species to 

state and federal protection lists. 

Objective:  

The objective of this project was to 

examine how Florida’s private forest 

landowner beliefs and attitudes 

about the Wildlife BMP program 

influence their intention to 

participate in the program. Mail and 

online survey methods were used to obtain attitudinal information that 

included compliance with silvicultural BMPs, forest management practices, 

requiring an incidental take permit (ITP), availability of technical assistance, 

and availability of financial assistance. Analysis was designed to isolate the 

individual effects of each attribute on program adoption decisions. 

Results and implications: 

 Four of five program-related attributes were significantly related to 

wildlife BMP adoption. 

  Program options that included 100% compliance with silviculture BMPs 

and requiring minimal use of heavy equipment had the greatest 

influence on program adoption.  

 The availability of technical assistance had a small, positive, influence 

on program adoption.  

 A program requiring a 50% cost share was negatively associated with 

program adoption.  

 The three positive attributes and one negative attribute related to 

program adoption underscored a desire for control over the program.  

This is evidenced by the large proportion of private landowners who 

reported they have the technical knowledge needed to implement 

silviculture BMPs and are already in compliance.  

 There was a mixed response regarding financial constraints and 

program enrollment.  Likelihood of enrollment increased for 

landowners reporting that a financial subsidy would be used to 

implement BMPs that were formerly cost-prohibitive. However, the 

offer of a 50% cost-share payment for wildlife BMPs reduced the 

likelihood of enrollment. It may be that landowners are selective of 

how and when they receive financial assistance because of the 

contractual obligation associated with a monetary exchange. In the case 

of Wildlife BMPs, financial assistance does not appear to increase 

likelihood of enrollment. 

Results and Implications continued: 

 Landowners also expressed strong opinions about the potential impact of 

government regulations on private lands, but this concern was not found 

to influence likelihood of enrollment.  This suggests that the decision of 

whether or not to enroll in the program is unrelated to concerns about 

regulatory pressure.  

 Most landowners admitted that State Imperiled Species likely live on 

their lands, but many were not aware which particular species may live 

on their lands, especially small aquatic species.  A lack of knowledge 

was not found to impact enrollment in the wildlife BMP program.  Some 

landowners may use ignorance as a way to avoid being concerned about 

regulation and therefore apathetic about enrolling in the wildlife BMP 

program 

 

Overall, landowners were generally not interested in enrolling in the wildlife 

BMP program. An exemption from the ITP process was not a compelling 

incentive for enrollment. Further, landowners had no apparent concern for any 

future impacts of federal ESA listings of state imperiled species. 
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Livestock as Land Managers: The Benefits of Sustainable Livestock 
Grazing on Florida Conservation Lands 
Blalock, Adam F. Natural Resources & Environment31.1 (Summer 2016): 34-37.  
 
ABSTRACT:  According to the latest inventory (2007) of U.S. major land uses, the U.S. land area totals nearly 2.3 billion 
acres, with grassland pasture and rangeland accounting for 614 million acres (27 percent). [...]in Florida, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (Corps) has been hesitant, and in some cases has declined, to allow cattle grazing as part of a long-
term management plan for compensatory mitigation lands placed under a conservation easement pursuant to a Clean 
Water Act (CWA) Section 404 dredge and fill permit. 
 
 
Copyright American Bar Association Summer 2016.  To read the full article, CFEOR members click here. 
 
 
 

Potential Effects of Forestry Operations and Associated Best 
Management Practices on Riparian Wildlife Species in the 
Southeastern United States 
 Brooke M. Warrington, et.al., Proceedings of the 18th biennial southern silvicultural research 
conference (2016): 106-112 
 

ABSTRACT: The US Fish and Wildlife Service is considering the addition of 374 riparian and aquatic species in the southeastern 
United States to the federal Threated and Endangered Species List. This recommendation is a result of a 2011 petition, which 
recognized forest operations as having negative effects on 51 percent of the listed species, citing research conducted in the 
absence of Best Management Practices (BMPs) (Federal Register 76(187):59836-59862). We conducted a literature review to 
evaluate how BMPs might benefit these species, but found that information specific to these riparian species and forest 
operations was generally limited. Available literature pertaining to BMP effects and these riparian species generally contained 
broader conclusions, which were often conducted at higher taxonomic levels. We were able to develop some 
broad interpretations that support the benefits of BMP implementation to many of these species. Our review indicated that 
BMPs (i.e., streamside management zones) can limit sediment and nutrient inputs, reduce thermal pollution, enhance water 
quality, and safeguard riparian ecosystems to a degree that should provide some level of protection for most of the investigated 
species. Stream crossing BMPs and stream crossing designs should be beneficial by restricting sediment input and by minimizing 
potentially negative changes to stream channel hydrology. Our findings generally support the need for additional research 
regarding the specific effects of BMPs on stream and riparian biota. 

 
US Forest Service - Research & Development 2016. To read the full article, CFEOR members click here. 

http://search.proquest.com/docview/1817025450?pq-origsite=gscholar
file://if-srvv-web1/websites$/sfrc.ifas.ufl.edu/cfeor/registration database
http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/50295


 

 

CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 
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 Partners in Community Forestry Conference. November 

16-17. Join us in Indianapolis for one of the largest annual 

gatherings of its kind. Two days of collaboration and idea 

sharing geared toward helping you find new ways to 

strengthen your own community forest. Whether you’re an 

urban forestry professional, an environmental nonprofit or 

an educator interested in the role of trees in our cities, we 

look forward to seeing you at this international event. 

https://www.arborday.org/programs/pcf/ 

 Florida AG Expo. November 2. UF/IFAS Gulf Coast 

Research And Education Center. Growing fruits and/or 

vegetables? Don't miss Florida's premier event for you. The 

Florida AG Expo helps growers improve productivity and 

profitability. Registration is free for growers so don’t miss 

out on your opportunity.  http://www.floridaagexpo.com/ 

 Weather and Climate Decision Tools for Farmers, 

Ranchers, and Land Managers. December 5-7 

(Registration deadline Nov. 4). University of Florida 

Campus, Gainesville, FL. This conference is designed to 

give producers and land managers a competitive edge in 

increasing productivity and reducing risks associated with 

climate variability and change. http://

conference.ifas.ufl.edu/decision_tools/registration.html 

 Forest Health Webinar: Heterobasidion (Annosum, 

Fomes) Root Disease. November 17. This webinar will 

cover the identification, biology, and management of 

Heterobasidion root rot in the southeast U.S. Heterobasidion 

root disease is also known as annosum root disease or fomes 

root disease. http://www.forestrywebinars.net/webinars/

heterobasidion-root-disease-of-pines-in-the-south 

 Low Maintenance Native Landscapes by Steve 

Turnipseed. November 25. Low Maintenance Native Plant 

Landscapes by Steve Turnipseed.  Learn the basics of how 

to design for a low maintenance landscape and which 

Florida Native Plants have low maintenance properties. 

http://fnps.org/events/event/2139 

 Chuck Hess-Fire and Ecosystem Management. 

December 1. In many of the places where we work, fire can 

be a conservation threat, a natural and even necessary 

ecological process, and an irreplaceable, life-sustaining tool 

for rural communities. Chuck Hess will be explaining the 

benefits of fire and ecosystem management. http://fnps.org/

events/event/2611 

  Society of American Foresters National Convention. 

November 2-6. The 2016 SAF National Convention will 

explore the rich history of forestry, land stewardship, and 

the connections that unite all who create, manage, use, and 

conserve forests and associated resources to meet desired 

goals, needs, and values. http://www.xcdsystem.com/

safconference/website/ 
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