
 

Press Release: Statewide Consortium launches graduate student 

fellowship program at UF 

By: Tom Nordlie, Science News Writer, UF/IFAS Information and Communication Services, 

tnordlie@ufl.edu. Source: Melissa Kreye, CFEOR Coordinator  

GAINESVILLE, Fla. --- To help promote diversity in the forestry professions, a statewide 

consortium has launched a fellowship and mentoring program for graduate students in the 

University of Florida’s School of Forest Resources and Conservation.  

The Cooperative for Conserved Forest Ecosystems: Outreach and Research, or CFEOR, 

established the program to encourage students from traditionally under-represented groups to pursue a 

master’s or doctoral degree in the discipline of conservation 

and renewable natural resources. 

In the past, forestry professions in the United States have 

had low numbers of women, African-Americans, Hispanic 

Americans, Native Alaskans, Native Americans and Pacific 

Islanders. Today, professional organizations and 

institutions such as UF are taking steps to attract these 

groups to forestry—the CFEOR program is one more step.  

“It only makes sense to reach out, so that this profession—

which is charged with serving the public and managing 

public resources—reflects the diversity of that public,” said 

Taylor Stein, a CFEOR director and an associate professor 

with UF’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences. 

Funded by $360,000 in grants from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, UF’s College of 

Agricultural and Life Sciences, and the UF forestry school, the program is soliciting 

applications from interested parties. Two master’s degree fellowships and two doctoral 

fellowships are available. 

The students will be paired with faculty mentors and will pursue a curriculum aimed at preparing them for 

leadership positions in forest resources or land management, Stein said.  

The curriculum will place special emphasis on adaptive management, an approach to forestry that involves 

using currently available information to guide management decisions, then reviewing the results and using 

that information to help make future decisions. 

Students from the UF School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation participating in a field lab.  Photo by Leda 
Kobziar. 
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The idea behind the fellowship program is to provide students with an interdisciplinary 

education that combines field research with practical application, said Charlie Houder, 

chairman of the CFEOR steering committee and deputy executive director of the Suwannee 

River Water Management District. 

Formed in 2006, CFEOR is a 13-agency consortium of public and private forest landowners and managers, 

government agencies, nongovernment organizations and UF faculty and students. It conducts forestry 

research, education and outreach to help conserve and manage Florida’s forests. 

Parties interested in applying for the fellowship grant opportunities please visit the CFEOR website or contact 

Melissa Kreye at mkreye@ufl.edu.  

This press release was also sent to Gainesville local media, Inside IFAS, the Chronicle of Higher Education and 

forestry industry publications. 

Recent Research Findings 

Demographic consequences of anthropogenic influences: 

Florida black bears in north central Florida 

Hostetler, Jeffery A; J. Walter McCrown; Elina P. Garrison; Aletris M. Neils; Mark A Barrett; Melvin E. 

Sunquist; Stephanie L. Simek and Madan K. Oli. 2009. Biological Conservation, 142 pages: 2456-2463. 

Anthropogenic habitat fragmentation poses a serious threat to conservation of large carnivores, due to their 

extensive movements and potential conflicts with humans. We studied the population ecology of Florida 

black bears (Ursus americanus floridanus) for 6 years in two study areas in north-central Florida: Ocala 

National Forest (ONF), a contiguous forested habitat, and an adjacent residential community of Lynne, a 

fragmented habitat with substantial human activities. We estimated age-specific survival and fecundity rates 

of bears using data from radio-collared bears, and parameterized and analyzed stage-structured matrix 

population models for the two study sites and also for data pooled from both sites. Annual survival rates of 

adult females were lower in Lynne (0.776 ± 0.074) than in ONF (0.966 ± 0.023). While cub survival rates were 

higher in Lynne (0.507 ± 0.135) than in ONF (0.282 ± 0.109), the rates at both sites were substantially lower 

than those reported for other black bear populations. Age-specific fecundities did not vary between sites. 

The asymptotic population growth rate for ONF was greater than one, whereas that for Lynne was less than 

one. Our results suggest that anthropogenic influences (primarily road density and vehicular traffic, through 

their effect on adult survival) can substantially affect the population dynamics of Florida black bears and 

other large carnivores with large home ranges. We recommend efforts such as constructing highway 

underpasses, which could reduce road-related mortalities, to ensure long-term persistence of Florida black 

bears facing threats from rapidly increasing human influences. 

 

Copyright © 2009 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.  To read full article CFEOR members click here.  
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mailto:mkreye@ufl.edu
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Upcoming Events 

 

 Florida Division of Forestry Workshop: Best Management Practices,  

Oct 22, 2009. 8:30am -12:30pm, Trenton Community Center, 214 SE 3rd Avenue Trenton, FL 

3269., Please RSVP by October 16th, 2009 to Greg Marshall, Division of Forestry, (352)463-

3138. marshag@doacs.state.fl.us 

 

 Hernando Audubon Society Workshop: Healthy Forests for Bird Habitat,  

Oct. 22, 2009. Sign in at 7 pm ET, Community Activity Center, 205 E Fort Dade Avenue, 

Brooksville, FL. Program will feature Chuck Hess, Wildlife Biologist at Apalachicola National 

Forest. To RSVP and get more information, contact Mary Dowdell at 

maryedowdell@bellsouth.net or (352) 797-7874. 

 

 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Workshop: Wildlife Management,  

October 22, 2009. 8:30 am – 2pm, Ebro Community Center, Ebro, FL. Lunch will be provided 

free of charge but you must pre-register by October 16, 2009.  To pre-register, contact the UF-

IFAS Washington County Agricultural Center in Chipley, FL at (850) 638-6180. 

 

 Natural Areas Training Academy, Managing Visitors and Volunteers in Natural Areas 

Oct. 27-29, 2009. Gold Head Branch State Park, Keystone Heights, Florida. Go to 

http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/. 

 4th International Fire Ecology & Management Congress: Fire as a Global Process 

Nov. 30-Dec. 4, 2009. Hosted by the Association for Fire Ecology. Go to 

http://www.fireecology.net/Congress09/Home . 

 

 Natural Areas Training Academy: Conservation Site Assessment and Planning 

Dec. 8-10, 2009. The purpose of this workshop is to introduce the participant to assessment 

and planning techniques being successfully used in Florida. Ordway-Swisher Biological Station, 

Melrose, Florida. Go to http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/. 

 

 

 

 

CFEOR Mission: To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and manage Florida’s forest as a 

healthy, working ecosystem that provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a sustainable basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/Extension/florida_forestry_information/events_calendar/files/bmp_workshop_gilchrist102209.pdf
mailto:marshag@doacs.state.fl.us
mailto:maryedowdell@bellsouth.net
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/Extension/florida_forestry_information/events_calendar/files/wildlife_workshop_ebro102209.pdf
http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/
http://www.fireecology.net/Congress09/Home
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CFEOR Administration 

 

Charlie Houder, Suwannee River Water Management District, Steering Committee Chair 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management District, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 

Newsletter Contacts 

Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, njp@ufl.edu 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator, mkreye@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

http://sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/administration.html
mailto:njp@ufl.edu
mailto:mkreye@ufl.edu

