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 M anaging lands to protect natural resources 

for future generations requires an extensive 

breadth of knowledge and experience that is typically not 

acquired through formal academic education. To meet the 

demand for trained personnel, the Natural Areas Training 

Academy (NATA) program was developed through a 

partnership including The Nature Conservancy, many state, 

county, and federal agencies, and the University of Florida 

IFAS Extension. NATA brings together regional land 

management experts from numerous agencies and 

organizations as well as extension specialists to provide 

training and share experiences with newer land managers.  

  NATA’s objective is to train natural resource 

managers in subject areas pertaining to the long-term 

sustainability of natural resources. In 2000, a group of 

experienced land management professionals representing a 

variety of agencies and organizations convened to develop a 

natural areas management training curriculum. These 

representatives summarized the expertise and skills they 

believed job candidates needed most to be competitive for 

jobs in natural resource management in Florida. A series of 

workshops was then developed to provide training that 

targets these areas. A Certificate in Natural Areas 

Management is conferred by the Natural Areas Training 

Academy  upon completion of a series of five workshops 

covering these core topics. There is no time limit to complete 

the workshop series, and the series may be completed in any 

order. The five workshops required to complete the 

certificate program are: 

•Conservation Site Assessment and Planning 

•Managing for Diversity Across Florida's Unique Landscapes 

•Collaborating to Manage Ecosystems 

•Managing Visitors and Volunteers in Natural Areas 

•Interagency Prescribed Fire Training Course 

  Each NATA workshop is led by a team of experienced 

natural areas managers. Workshops are held at various sites 

throughout Florida, and each is purposefully matched to 

provide optimal teaching facilities and proximity to natural 

lands appropriate for each training activity. Workshops 

provide training in practical, field-oriented management 

techniques. Participants work in small groups, with 

experienced natural areas managers, to address real-life 

scenarios and realistic problems, to become better prepared 

to manage Florida's natural resources.  

  Participants include a diverse group of professionals 

from federal, state, and local government agencies, private 

firms, and nonprofit organizations, as well as individuals who 

simply have an interest in learning more about how to 

effectively manage public and privately-owned natural areas. 

They are both new Floridians and experienced conservation 

managers that all share a common goal of wanting to learn 

new techniques to improve their ability to manage Florida's 

natural lands. To date, well over 1,000 individuals have 

attended NATA trainings, and nearly 140 individuals have 

earned the Certificate in Natural Areas Management. 

  The Academy welcomes anyone with an interest in 

natural areas to attend individual workshops or complete the 

certificate program. The Academy's training can benefit 

anyone involved in land management activities. Continuing 

Education Credits (CEUs) also can be earned through NATA 

workshops. To learn more, visit the NATA website at:  

http://wec.ufl.edu/nata/index.html 

NATA students learning about the importance of examining soils during 
wetland delineation. 
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An In-Depth Examination of Farmers’ Perceptions of Targeting Conservation Practices 
M. Calcic, L. Prokopy, J. Frankenberger and I. Chaubey. Environmental Management. 2014. Vol. 54:795-813. 
 
Abstract:  Watershed managers have largely embraced targeting of agricultural conservation as a way to manage 
strategically non-point source pollution from agricultural lands. However, while targeting of particular watersheds is 
not uncommon, targeting farms and fields within a specific watershed has lagged. In this work, we employed a   
qualitative approach, using farmer interviews in west-central Indiana to better understand their views on targeting. 
Interviews focused on adoption of conservation practices on farmers’ lands and identified their views on targeting, 
disproportionality, and monetary incentives. Results show consistent support for the targeting approach, despite 
dramatic differences in farmers’ views of land stewardship, in their views about disproportionality of water quality 
impacts, and in their trust in conservation programming. While the theoretical concept of targeting was palatable to 
all participants, many raised concerns about its practical implementation, pointing to the need for flexibility when 
applying targeting solutions and revealing misgivings about the government agencies that perform targeting. 
 
Environmental Management ©2014.  To read the full article, CFEOR members click here. 

Housing Development Erodes Avian Community Structure in U.S. Protected Areas 
E.M. Wood, A.M. Pidgeon, V.C. Radelof, D. Helmers, P.D. Culbert, N.s. Keuler and C.H. Flather. Ecological Applications, Vol. 
24(6): 1445-1462. 
 

Abstract:  Protected areas are a cornerstone for biodiversity conservation, but they also provide amenities that attract 

housing development on inholdings and adjacent private lands. We explored how this development affects biodiversity 

within and near protected areas among six ecological regions throughout the United States. We quantified the effect of 

housing density within, at the boundary, and outside protected areas, and natural land cover within protected areas, on 

the proportional abundance and proportional richness of three avian guilds within protected areas. We developed three 

guilds from the North American Breeding Bird Survey, which included Species of Greatest Conservation Need, land 

cover affiliates (e.g., forest breeders), and synanthropic species associated with urban environments. We gathered 

housing density data for the year 2000 from the U.S. Census Bureau, and centered the bird data on this year. We 

obtained land cover data from the 2001 National Land Cover Database, and we used single- and multiple-variable 

analyses to address our research question. In all regions, housing density within protected areas was positively 

associated with the proportional abundance or proportional richness of synanthropes, and negatively associated with 

the proportional abundance or proportional richness of Species of Greatest Conservation Need. These relationships 

were strongest in the eastern forested regions and the central grasslands, where more than 70% and 45%, respectively, 

of the variation in the proportional abundance of synanthropes and Species of Greatest Conservation Need were 

explained by housing within protected areas.  Furthermore, in most regions, housing density outside protected areas 

was positively associated with the proportional abundance or proportional richness of synanthropes and negatively 

associated with the proportional abundance of land cover affiliates and Species of Greatest Conservation Need within 

protected areas. However, these effects were weaker than housing within protected areas. Natural land cover was high 

with little variability within protected areas, and consequently, was less influential than housing density within or 

outside protected areas explaining the proportional abundance or proportional richness of the avian guilds. Our results 

indicate that housing development within, at the boundary, and outside protected areas impacts avian community 

structure within protected areas throughout the United States. 
 

Ecological Society of America ©2014.  To read the full article, CFEOR members click here. 
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Dana Bryan, DEP/Florida Park Service 

 Steering Committee Chair 
 

Newsletter Contacts 
Tony Fedler, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  
tfedler@ufl.edu 

Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 

njp@ufl.edu 
Phone 352.846.0546 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 

110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 Springs Restoration & Protection Workshop.  November 

14, 2014. Hosted by the Northwest Florida Water 

Management District and CFEOR. Float Econfina Creek to 

learn about spring and streambank restoration and 

protection measures using non-structural approaches, 

methods for controlling public access, spring sediment 

removal, use of native landscape plants, and the purpose of 

connector and loop trails. Contact CFEOR Coordinator, 

Tony Fedler (tfedler@ufl.edu), for more information and to 

register for the workshop. 

 Natural Areas Training Academy: Collaborating to Manage 

Ecosystems.  October 29-30, 2014 Wekiwa Springs State 

Park, Apopka FL. Please contact the workshop coordinator 

(sefriedl@ufl.edu) for details.  

 10th Biennial Longleaf Conference, 9th Eastern Native 

Grass Symposium, and National Prescribed Fire Council 

Meeting. October 21-24, 2014. Renaissance Riverview 

Plaza Hotel, 64 South Water St., Mobile, AL.  

Forest Stewardship Tour at Cumberland Plantation and 

Riverview Farms, Madison County. October 31, 2014.     

9 am - 2 pm ET.  Join us to learn about natural longleaf 

pine regeneration, uneven-age timber management, 

wildlife habitat enhancement, Silviculture Best 

Management Practices and more. Register online at:  

http://fsp-tour103114.eventbrite.com/ 

 2014 SouthEastern Regional Forest Resource Owner and 

Manager Conference: Advancing Timber, Wildlife, and 

Ecological Benefits in the Forests of Georgia, Florida, 

and Alabama. October 28-29, 2014. Rainwater 

Conference Center, 1 Meeting Place, Valdosta, GA 31601.  

 Non-timber Forest Products Fall 2014 Webinar Series. 

This webinar series highlights the remarkable and diverse 

world of non-timber forest products, ranging from an 

overview of the abundance and diversity of NTFPs to 

forest farming practices focused on particular marketable 

products.  This program is a national partnership effort 

between the American Forest Foundation and the 

Cooperative Extension Service.  Foresters, SAF CFEs are 

approved for the sessions.  Details and registration at Tree 

Farm calendar link above. October 29, November 10, & 

December 12. https://www.treefarmsystem.org/national-

calendar 
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