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Introducing a new handbook for Florida land managers in understory 

vegetation restoration techniques 
By: Melissa Kreye, CFEOR Coordinator and Holly Ober, University of Florida North Florida 

Research and Education Center 

CFEOR is excited to announce the completion of our first short-

term Signature Project: a handbook/guide on the state of the 

science and art of understory vegetation restoration 

techniques within forests of the Southeastern U.S.  Interest in 

restoring the composition, structure, and ecological 

functioning of the understory component of forest ecosystems 

has grown in recent years. Descriptions of effective restoration 

methods and results can be difficult to find, as they are 

published within a diverse array of scientific journals and 

agency project reports. CFEOR scientists recognized that a 

compilation of the lessons learned, and a catalogue of existing 

restoration project sites would provide current land managers 

a needed reference and guide as they plan for future 

restoration activities.   

The handbook, Groundcover Restoration in Forests of the 

Southeastern United States, was compiled by Jennifer Trusty 

and Holly Ober at the North Florida Research & Education 

Center in Quincy, FL.  The book has two parts. Part I provides a 

summary of what has been learned by land managers and researchers through trial and error.  Chapters in 

part I discuss how to plan for a groundcover restoration project, how to implement a groundcover 

restoration project, how to tailor restoration strategies to initial site conditions, important considerations 

likely to lead to successful groundcover establishment, and the costs associated with groundcover 

restoration.  Part II provides resources that should help get the job done.  Much of the 

information that currently exists on groundcover restoration has not yet been 

published, so these chapters provide information that should increase the ability 

of landowners to learn directly from one another.  Information in part II includes 

locations of current ground cover restoration projects, contact information for 

individuals involved in these restoration efforts, descriptions of different types of 

forest communities, lists of plant species found in forest communities of the 

southeastern US, and a comprehensive bibliography. 

The cover of the recently completed 2009 CFEOR short 
term Signature Project on groundcover restoration in 
forests of the southeastern United States. 
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A downloadable version of the groundcover restoration handbook is available now at the CFEOR website. We 

would like to say a special thank you to the funders of this project: Florida Department of Environmental 

Protection/Park Service, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Northwest Florida Water 

Management District, Suwannee River Water Management District, and Southwest Florida Water 

Management District. 

For further information about the handbook please contact Holly Ober at holly.ober@ufl.edu. 

Recent Research Finding 

Modeling Impacts of Bioenergy Markets on Nonindustrial 

Private Forest Management In the Southeastern United States 

Douglas Carter is a current CFEOR Co-Director and Janaki Alavalapati is a past CFEOR Director.  

Susaeta, Andres; Alavalapati, Janaki; Carter, Douglas. August 2009. Natural Resource Modeling. Volume 22 

(3) pages: 345-369. 

The potential impacts of bioenergy markets on slash pine plantation management on nonindustrial private 

forestlands in the southeastern United States were analyzed. We developed an integrated Black–Scholes and 

modified Hartman model to achieve this task. The risk of damage from catastrophic natural disturbances 

such as wildfires and pest outbreaks associated with the exclusion/incorporation of thinnings and variation in 

timber salvage rates was also included. Three scenario sets were considered: status quo or no thinning 

scenario, thinning scenario for pulpwood, and thinning scenario for bioenergy at differing levels of risk and 

salvage. The results indicated that the incorporation of thinnings either for pulpwood or bioenergy increases 

the forestland value regardless of the risk when the salvage value of the stand is 0.8. When the two thinning 

scenarios were compared, the land expectation value for the thinning scenario for bioenergy was greater at 

any level of risk compared with the thinning scenario for pulpwood, averaging a difference of 11.5% and 

11.7% for salvageable portions of 0.8 and 0, respectively. 

 

Copyright (2009) Wiley Periodicals, Inc.  To read full article CFEOR members click here.  

 
Upcoming Events 

 

 Southeast Herbicide Pesticide Applicator Training (SEHAC) 
Sept. 22-25, 2009. Edgewater Beach Resort Convention Center, Panama City Beach. For more 

information contact K. Langeland at gator8@ufl.edu. 

 

 Society of American Foresters National Convention “Opportunities in a Forested World” 

Sept. 30 – Oct. 4, 2009. Orlando, Florida. Go to http://www.safnet.org/natcon-09/index.cfm. 
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 Conserving Gopher Tortoises and Upland Ecosystems: Expanding Horizons and Increasing 

Support 

Oct. 1-4, 2009. Paramount Confrence Center, Gainesville, FL. Go to 

http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=186469. 

 

 Florida Ornithological Society Fall Meeting 

Oct. 2-4, 2009. Clarion Inn and Conference Center Gainesville, FL. Go to 

http://www.fosbirds.org/Events/Meetings/Fall2009/FOS%20Meeting%20Registration%20For

m-Fall%202009%20-%20Final.pdf.  

 Hydric Soils Specialized Training for Wetland Specialists 

Oct. 6-8, 2009. Austin Carey Memorial Forest, Gainesville, FL. For more information contact W. 

Hurt at whurt@ufl.edu. 

 Natural Areas Training Academy, Managing Visitors and Volunteers in Natural Areas 

Oct. 27-29, 2009. Gold Head Branch State Park, Keystone Heights, Florida. Go to 

http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/. 

 

 

CFEOR Mission: To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and manage Florida’s forest as a 

healthy, working ecosystem that provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a sustainable basis. 

 

CFEOR Administration 

Charlie Houder, Suwannee River Water Management District, Steering Committee Chair 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management District, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 

Newsletter Contacts 

Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, njp@ufl.edu 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator, mkreye@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 110410∙ Gainesville, FL  
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