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Division of Forestry Foresters Assist in Coaching Florida Envirothon 

Team to 6th Place National Finish 
By: Charles Marcus, Urban Forestry Programs Coordinator, Florida Division of Forestry 

Team Elementz of Jupiter High School of 

Palm Beach County made their presence 

known at the 2009 Envirothon national 

competition. When they left Asheville, North 

Carolina on August 8, following a rigorous 

weeklong competition, the team was 

carrying the plaque for the 6th place overall 

finish. To earn that plaque, Team Elementz 

had to compete against 51 other entrants 

from 44 states and six Canadian provinces. 

They missed qualifying for the finals round 

and the chance to win the national 

championship by only 0.16 points.   

Competitors in the Envirothon are judged on 

their performance at each of five testing 

stations. These include Soils/Land Use, Aquatic Ecology, Forestry, Wildlife, and a current event topic related 

to the environment. This year, that topic was “Biodiversity in a Changing World.” Each team also delivers a 20 

minute oral presentation followed by a 10 minute question and answer session with the judges.  

To qualify for the chance to represent Florida in the national competition, Team Elementz had to win their 

regional competition in Palm Beach and then compete against the 13 other regional winners for the state 

title. As one might imagine, this involved a significant time commitment. “Our team spent a total of 273 

hours studying together and many more hours studying individually,” said team captain Lillian McBee. “Every 

minute we spent studying was worth it; the competition was arduous.” 

Team members also received help from various sources, including 

Okeechobee Senior Forester Dale Armstrong and Everglades Senior 

Forester Mark Torok of the Division of Forestry. Under the tutelage of 

these experienced foresters, the team tied for third place nationally in 

the forestry competition.  

“Dale and I each spent six hours helping them with the forestry 

section,” said Torok. “After seeing the results, I think it was definitely 

6th place Canon Envirothon winners, left to right: Phil Weinrich, Advisor 
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time well spent.” “We both had the feeling that they knew their stuff before they left for the national 

competition,” added Armstrong.  

The Division of Forestry is an annual partner in the statewide Envirothon competitions with Foresters serving 

on the statewide Board of Directors, as regional Coordinators, and as team coaches at local high schools.  As 

Peter Colverson’s article in the November 21, 2008 CFEOR Update indicated, we should take every 

opportunity to provide outreach.  Envirothon is another opportunity to provide up-to-date natural resource 

information to the next generation of decision makers.  With 37 Florida counties participating in the 

Envirothon program, opportunities abound for additional natural resource professionals to become involved. 

Interested professionals can obtain more information from www.envirothon.org, which has a link to the 

Florida Envirothon website. 

For more information contact Charles Marcus at marcusc@doacs.state.fl.us   

Recent Research Finding 

Managing Invasive Plants on Public Conservation Forestlands: 

Application of a Bio-economic Model 

Lee, Donna J.; Damian C. Adams; C.S. Kim 2009. Forest Policy and Economics, Volume 11 pages: 237-243. 

Public conservation forestlands protect natural resources, provide wildlife habitat, and service a multi-billion 

dollar recreation industry. Invasive upland plants (IPs) threaten to dramatically reduce the flow of goods and 

services from these lands. In the late 1990s, a Florida (USA) state program began combating IPs on public 

conservation lands. By 2007, the program had controlled roughly 1/3 of the 1.5 million IP-infested acres, 

primarily due to a surge in expenditures that began in 2001 and peaked in 2005. This study evaluates the 

effectiveness and efficiency of the program by simulating the costs and benefits of IP control through 2016 

under five feasible policy alternatives: (I) Do nothing, (II) Maintenance control, (III) 2001–2004 level (of 

program spending), (IV) 2005 level, and (V) Maximum net present value. To evaluate the policies, we 

construct a bio-economic model that is parameterized using observations of IP coverage and data from 11 

state regions. Given the uncertain nature of IP spread, we simulate the policies' economic impacts under two 

plausible spread rates. Simulation results indicate that the program's recent efforts are highly effective – 

generating up to $865.1 million in present value net benefits through 2016 – but less efficient than more 

costly, front-loaded spending that can generate up to 4.37 times more net benefits. 

  

Copyright (2009) Elsevier Press.  Read full article click here. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 

 Florida Forestry Association Trade Show 

Sept. 9-10, 2009. St. Augustine, FL at the Renaissance Resort, World Golf Village. 

http://www.worldgolfrenaissance.com/. 
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 Wildlife Management Seminar 

Sept. 10, 2009. Barthle Ranch, Pasco County, FL.  For more information contact E. Jennings at 

ewjennings@ifas.ufl.edu. 

 

 Southeast Herbicide Pesticide Applicator Training (SEHAC) 
Sept. 22-25, 2009. Edgewater Beach Resort Convention Center, Panama City Beach. For more 

information contact K. Langeland at gator8@ufl.edu. 

 

 Society of American Foresters National Convention “Opportunities in a Forested World” 

Sept. 30 – Oct. 4, 2009. Orlando, Florida. Go to http://www.safnet.org/natcon-09/index.cfm. 

 

 Conserving Gopher Tortoises and Upland Ecosystems: Expanding Horizons and Increasing 

Support 

Oct. 1-4, 2009. Paramount Confrence Center, Gainesville, FL. Go to 

http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=186469. 

 

 Florida Ornithological Society Fall Meeting 

Oct. 2-4, 2009. Clarion Inn and Conference Center Gainesville, FL. Go to 

http://www.fosbirds.org/Events/Meetings/Fall2009/FOS%20Meeting%20Registration%20For

m-Fall%202009%20-%20Final.pdf.  

 Hydric Soils Specialized Training for Wetland Specialists 

Oct. 6-8, 2009. Austin Carey Memorial Forest, Gainesville, FL. For more information contact W. 

Hurt at whurt@ufl.edu. 

 Natural Areas Training Academy, Managing Visitors and Volunteers in Natural Areas 

Oct. 27-29, 2009. Gold Head Branch State Park, Keystone Heights, Florida. Go to 

http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/. 

 

CFEOR Mission: To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and manage Florida’s forest as a 

healthy, working ecosystem that provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a sustainable basis. 

 

CFEOR Administration 

Charlie Houder, Suwannee River Water Management District, Steering 

Committee Chair 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management District, Steering 

Committee Vice-Chair 

 

Newsletter Contacts 

Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and Conservation, CFEOR Executive 

Director, njp@ufl.edu 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and Conservation, CFEOR 

Coordinator, mkreye@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 110410∙ Gainesville, FL  
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