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Pandion Teams with UF, Wins Springs Protection Contracts 
Author: Karen Hill, Senior Technical Editor-Writer, Pandion Systems, Inc., Gainesville, FL.

 P andion and researchers from the 
University of Florida IFAS SFRC teamed 

up and won 3 contracts to coordinate springs basin 
working groups and develop restoration plans for 
Ichetucknee, Rainbow, and Silver springs in north 
and central Florida. The contracts were awarded by 
the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection and will be overseen by the Springs 
Initiative. 

 T h e s e  w o r k i n g  g r o u p s  b r i n g 
stakeholders together in a collaborative forum. 
They focus within the springs basins to identify 
problems, share research, provide education, and 
implement restoration actions. 

 The restoration plans will be developed 
through working group consensus and 
cooperation. Each plan will outline the causes of 
impairment, set benchmarks for reducing 
impairments, recommend restoration strategies, 
and set a schedule and tracking method for 
implementation. 

 Actions to protect and restore the springs will 
continue while the restoration plans are being 
developed.  

Dr. Matt Cohen and Dr. Andrea Albertin, 
researchers at the University of Florida IFAS School 
of Forest Resources & Conservation, have 
conducted many studies directed at understanding 
how people have altered the conditions in springs 
and what kinds of responses might be expected 
with different restorative actions. 

 Pandion has been coordinating springs basin 
working groups since 2002. Stakeholder 
facilitation and writing land management plans are 
two of our core service areas. Peter Colverson and 
Ondine Wells are the project managers and 
Christine Denny is the project director. 

Links to more information: 

Featured Project > Springs Basin Working 
Groups 

Blog for Silver Springs Basin Working Group 

Blog for Rainbow Springs Basin Working Group. 

 

Article originally published on August 4, 2010 at 
http://www.pandionsystems.com/AboutUs/News/
tabid/149/EntryId/18/Pandion-Teams-with-UF-
Wins-Springs-Protection-Contracts.aspx 
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Effect of Habitat Fragmentation on Effective Dispersal of Florida Scrub Jays 

Coulon, A; JW Fitzpatrick; R Boman; IJ Lovette.  2010. Conservation Biology 24(4) 1080-1088. 

Studies comparing dispersal in fragmented versus unfragmented landscapes show that habitat fragmentation alters the 

dispersal behavior of many species. We used two complementary approaches to explore Florida Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma 

coerulescens) dispersal in relation to landscape fragmentation. First, we compared dispersal distances of color-marked 

individuals in intensively monitored continuous and fragmented landscapes. Second, we estimated effective dispersal relative 

to the degree of fragmentation (as inferred from two landscape indexes: proportion of study site covered with Florida Scrub-

Jay habitat and mean distance to nearest habitat patch within each study site) by comparing genetic isolation-by-distance 

regressions among 13 study sites having a range of landscape structures. Among color-banded individuals, dispersal distances 

were greater in fragmented versus continuous landscapes, a result consistent with other studies. Nevertheless, genetic 

analyses revealed that effective dispersal decreases as the proportion of habitat in the landscape decreases. These results 

suggest that although individual Florida Scrub-Jays may disperse farther as fragmentation increases, those that do so are less 

successful as breeders than those that disperse short distances. Our study highlights the importance of combining 

observational data with genetic inferences when evaluating the complex biological and life-history implications of dispersal.  

© 2010 Wiley-Blackwell Publishing Inc. To read the full article members click here.  

Joel DeAngelis is a Sr. Land 

Management Specialist with the 

S o u t h w e s t  F l o r i d a  W a t e r 

Management District (SWFWMD).  

Joel graduated in 2001 from the 

University of South Florida with a 

degree in Environmental Science and 

Policy and started with the District 

the same year.  His primary duties include prescribed burning 

and restoration of upland communities on his assigned areas 

which total approximately 35,000 acres.  Other important 

activities include monitoring of rare and exotic species, 

coordination of recreation and other land uses, and working 

with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

on Wildlife Management Areas.  Joel has designed and 

implemented a photographic monitoring program that 

utilizes FNAI habitat mapping to track landscape-level 

changes in fire-maintained communities resulting from the 

District’s prescribed burn program.  A particular challenge 

has been the restoration and maintenance of large tracts of 

scrub occurring at Potts Preserve in Citrus County. The goal 

of management in this area is to maintain the scrub in a 

condition suitable for the Florida scrub jay (five groups are 

known) while minimizing the need for mechanical re-

treatments.  Joel can be reached at 352-796-7211 (x4468); or 

to learn more about SWFWMD visit  http://

www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/. 

Christian Newman is 

president and co-founder of 

Pandion Systems, Inc.  

C h r i s t i a n ' s  d i v e r s e 

background, training, and 

interests in wildlife ecology, 

market ing ,  bu s in ess , 

education, nature-based 

recreation, and ecotourism reflect the multidisciplinary 

nature of Pandion's core services. Christian has worked on 

multiple projects on public and private lands involving 

endangered species surveys, habitat evaluations, and 

management planning. He has extensive experience 

conducting field studies, including over 50 avian, 

mammalian, and herpetofaunal surveys. In Florida, Christian 

is an FWC Authorized Agent for gopher tortoise relocation , 

He is the project director for bat preconstruction monitoring 

at sites throughout the U.S. and Canada for one of the 

largest wind developers in North America and he also 

coauthored a GIS-based risk assessment and distribution 

model of invasive Monk Parakeet nesting on transmission 

lines, substations, and distribution lines in the eastern U.S.  

To learn more about Christian go to http://

www.pandionsystems.com/. 
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Steering Committee Chair 

Tim Breault, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 
Newsletter Contacts 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  

mkreye@ufl.edu 
Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 
njp@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 
110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 

2010 Florida Forestry Association Annual 

Meeting—On the Upside of Down September 8-9, 

2010 at Baytown at Sandestin Resort in Destin, Fl. 

Great topics and speakers will be offered at the 

Florida Forestry Association’s upcoming Annual 

Meeting. This meeting is designed to help provide 

growth opportunities for landowners, forest 

business and emerging interests in this tough 

economy. A special one-day rate of $100 applies to 

Wednesday, September 8th. To learn more and  to 

register go to http://www.floridaforest.org/

conference.php. 

  

Natural Areas Training Academy Presents 

Conservation Site Assessment and Planning 

September 14-16, 2010 at the Ordway-Swisher 

Biological Station, Melrose, Fl.  The workshop will 

introduce the participant to assessment and 

planning techniques successfully being used in 

Florida.  Registration is open at http://

nata.snre.ufl.edu/registration.htm.  

 

 

Natural Areas Training Academy Presents 

Managing Visitors and Volunteers in Natural Areas 

October 19-21, 2010 at the Gold Head Branch State 

Park, Keystone Heights, FL. This workshop provides 

comprehensive guidance for managers on the issues 

associated with successfully integrating visitors and 

volunteers into the work of natural areas 

management. This workshop is relevant for natural 

areas managers who work in remote wilderness 

preserves as well as for those managers who work in 

parks and preserves with more intense visitor use. 

Registration is open at http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/

registration.htm.  

 

GIS Workshop in Advanced Geospatial Tools and 

Techniques in Natural Resources: Scripting and 

Model Building, October 25-27, 2010 at the Tall 

Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy, 

Tallahassee, Fl.  To learn more and to register go to 

http://nbci.ttrs.org/GISWorkshop/index.html. 
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