
 

 

Managing the Florida National Scenic Trail 
Taylor Stein, Professor, School of Forest Resources and Conservation and Tony Fedler, CFEOR 

Coordinator 

 T he Florida National Scenic Trail (FNST) is one 
of 11 national scenic trails in the U.S. Its 

1,300 miles winds through nearly every habitat type in 
Florida and traverses nearly every CFEOR agency 
member’s lands. Primary responsibility for management 
of the trail falls to the National Forests in Florida, U.S. 
Forest Service. 
 

 Use of the FNST has been growing steadily over 
the past decade with annual visits exceeding 350,000 in 
2013. The non-motorized trail is primarily a footpath; 
however, several segments are designated for multiple-
use that includes hikers, bikers, skaters, and horseback 
riders among the users. Growing use and the potential 
for a diverse array of impacts and conflicts prompted the 
U.S. Forest Service (USFS) to a collaborative research 
program in 2003 with the University of Florida’s School 
of Forest Resources and Conservation and the Florida 
Trail Association.  
 

 The purpose of the research was to provide 
information that the USFS could use to assist in 
managing the environmental and social aspects of trail 
use. Research initially focused on obtaining a basic 
understanding of the distribution and timing of trail 
visitor use. Trail use monitoring identified that Lake 
Okeechobee, areas close to urban areas, and popular 
state parks receive the most use while other areas 

receive little use. Further, many areas could 
accommodate more users and expanding visitation is 
possible while still providing a diversity of experiences 
that meet user desires for wilderness-type experiences, 
wildlife viewing and experiencing undisturbed nature. 
 
 In recent years, trail research has become more 
visitor-focused. Trail users are being interviewed to 
better inform managers about trail use, motivations for 
visiting the trail, visitor experience expectations and 
satisfaction. Currently, visitor studies are being 
conducted on several trail segments to obtain essential 
management information concerning trail construction 
and maintenance, visual landscape management, user 
conflicts, and marketing various trail segments.  
 

  
 Research during the next year will focus on 
improving the understanding visitor use, segmenting 
visitors to identify different experience expectations, 
conducting an economic valuation of the FNST, and 
assessing inter- and intra-users conflicts. Also, future 
research will map scenic value and attractiveness of the 
FNST and examine how these amenities affect visitor 
choice of recreation sites.  
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Constructed Wetland Treatment of Nitrates: Removal Effectiveness and Cost Efficiency  
 

Alan R. Collins and Neil Gillies, JAWRA Journal of the American Water Resources Association,  
Volume 50 (4): 898–908, August 2014.  

 

Abstract: A constructed wetland (CW) was strategically placed to treat nitrates in groundwater as part of a watershed
-based farmer engagement process. Using stream water quality data collected before and after installation, this CW 
was found to reduce stream concentrations of nitrogen from nitrate (NO3-N) during the growing season by about 
0.14 mg/l at mean streamflow, a 17% reduction. Based upon realistic ecological and economic assumptions, about 
80 kg of NO3-N were removed annually by the CW at a cost of around US$30/kg. This per unit cost is at the low range 
of small wastewater treatment plant costs for nitrates, but higher than the costs of reduced fertilizer application. 
 

American Water Resources Association © 2014.  To read the full article, CFEOR members click here. 

 

Collaborative Learning about Forest Understory Restoration and Management: Identifying 
Goals and Sharing Knowledge  
 
Michaeleen E. Gerken Golay, Philip M. Bice, Jan R. Thompson. Journal of the American Water Resources Association, 
2014. Volume 50(3): 585–614. 

Abstract: Ecosystem services provided by forests (e.g., nutrient cycling) are critical in midwestern landscapes. We con-
ducted collaborative workshops with forest landowners and management professionals using specific strategies to pro-
vide information about nutrient dynamics in forests and learn about goals/obstacles for forest management in Iowa. 
Preparticipation surveys assessed knowledge and goals and postparticipation surveys measured learning and potential 
for forest management. Landowners' goals included conservation, aesthetics, recreation, and water quality, whereas 
lack of management activities (e.g., harvesting), insufficient funding, and invasive species were cited as obstacles. Edu-
cation and restoration of ecosystem integrity were identified as means to achieve goals. The collaborative learning 
framework contributed to increased participant knowledge about ecosystem structure/function and plans for invasive 
species control, timber stand improvement, and restoration of desirable species. Facilitators learned that resources on 
invasive species management, as well as “easy-to-use” information about understory plants, would support additional 
restoration education and action. 
 
Society of American Foresters  ©2014.  To read the full article, CFEOR members click here. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jawr.2014.50.issue-4/issuetoc
http://sfrc.ufl.edu/cfeor/LogIn/log%20in%20docs/recent%20research/Collins%20&%20Gillies%20080814.pdf
http://sfrc.ufl.edu/cfeor/LogIn/log%20in%20docs/recent%20research/Gerken%20Golay%20et%20al%20080814.pdf


 

 

 Conserved Forest Ecosystems: Outreach & Research 

Cooperative (CFEOR) Member Meeting.  September 19, 

2014. Florida Forest Service Headquarters. Tallahassee, FL.  

Contact Tony Fedler (tfedler@ufl.edu) for more 

information. 

 Natural Areas Training Academy: Collaborating to Manage 

Ecosystems.  October 29-30, 2014 Wekiwa Springs State 

Park, Apopka FL. Please contact the workshop coordinator 

(sefriedl@ufl.edu) for details.  

 Conservation Easements for Forest Landowners and 

Their Advisors. September 9, 2014.  Http://

conted.warnell.uga.edu/courses/conseaserome.  Rome-

Floyd County ECO River Education Center, Rome, GA. 

Contact Ingvar Elle, ingvar@uga.edu. 706-583-0566. 

 Conservation Easements for Forest Landowners and 

Their Advisors. September 9, 2014.  Http://

conted.warnell.uga.edu/courses/conseaserome.  Rome-

Floyd County ECO River Education Center, Rome, GA. 

Contact Ingvar Elle, ingvar@uga.edu. 706-583-0566. 

 2014 SAF National Convention & IUFRO World Congress. 

October 5-11, 2014. Salt Lake Palace. Salt Lake City, Utah. 

CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Dana Bryan, DEP/Florida Park Service 

 Steering Committee Chair 
 

Newsletter Contacts 
Tony Fedler, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  
tfedler@ufl.edu 

Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 

njp@ufl.edu 
Phone 352.846.0546 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 

110410∙ Gainesville, FL  
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