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Forest Service, partners join forces on prescribed burn for healthier 
forests in Florida 

Submitted by: Susan Blake, Public Affairs Specialist, National Forests in Florida 

 T his summer’s wildland fires in the West 

have galvanized the nation’s attention and 

mobilized arsenals of fire-fighting support to bring 

those fires under control. But there is another type of 

fire known as prescribed fire which helps make forests 

and grasslands healthier and protects communities and 

natural resources including access to clean, abundant 

water. 

Add a number of partners to the exercise and you have 

a joint prescribed fire event, such as the one that 

occurred recently when the Forest Service and other 

partners participated in a prescribed fire on the Nature 

Conservancy’s Garden of Eden Trail in Bristol, Fla. The 

National Forests in Florida joined with the Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection Parks and 

Recreation, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to 

bolster the area’s ecosystem health. The effort also 

showcased the seamless partnership between the 

area’s local, state and federal agencies, and non-

governmental organizations.   

“When the U.S. Forest Service, The Nature Conservancy, 

and other agencies were doing prescribed burns in 

north Florida, it was a story we couldn’t resist,” said 

Marciano, a CNN news and weather anchor who 

observed the prescribed burn. “I think our viewers will 

learn a lot from this,”  

As the news cameras rolled wildland firefighter crews 

set off about 100 acres of woodland with drip torches 

while Marciano observed and interviewed fire experts 

on the process and beneficial effects of prescribed fire. 

“Two things I’m always impressed by in a wildfire 

situation -- one, the heat that these fires throw out 

even when you’re far away from them, and two, how 

quickly they move,” said Marciano. “I was surprised 

how, in a prescribed burn situation, that these two 

elements are the same. The fire burns hot and still 

moves quickly. I’m amazed at how these experts can 

predict fire behavior.” 

“I’m glad CNN came out today. We were able to show 

the preparation and teamwork that goes into executing 

a prescribed fire,” said Firefighter Charlie Gray of the 

Apalachicola National Forest. “My hope is that public 

understands the benefits of burning and the safety 

precautions we take before ever lighting our touches.” 
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From left, Jennifer Hinckley, U.S. Fish Wildlife Service, and Charlie 
Gray and Joe Brinson, Apalachicola National Forest, adjust their 
radio frequencies before a prescribed burn on The Nature 
Conservancy’s Garden of Eden Trail near Bristol, Fla., on Tuesday, 
June 19, 2012. The forest works very closely with local, state, 
tribal and federal firefighters to keep the public safe and natural 
resources protected.  Pooling our strengths, resources and 
experience improves effectiveness and keeps costs down. (U.S. 
Forest Service Photo/Susan Blake) 

mailto:sblake@fs.fed.us
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/index.html
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Patterns of bird invasion are consistent with environmental filtering 

Brian S. Maitner, Jennifer A. Rudgers, Amy E. Dunham and Kenneth D. Whitney (2012) Ecography 35 614-623. 

Predicting invasion potential has global significance for managing ecosystems as well as important theoretical 

implications for understanding community assembly. Phylogenetic relationships of introduced species to the extant 

community may be predictive of establishment success because of the opposing forces of competition/shared 

enemies (which should limit invasions by close relatives) versus environmental filtering (which should allow 

invasions by close relatives). We examine here the association between establishment success of introduced birds 

and their phylogenetic relatedness to the extant avifauna within three highly invaded regions (Florida, New Zealand, 

and Hawaii). Published information on both successful and failed introductions, as well as native species, was 

compiled for all three regions. We created a phylogeny for each avifauna including all native and introduced bird 

species. From the estimated branch lengths on these phylogenies, we calculated multiple measurements of 

relatedness between each introduced species and the extant avifauna. We used generalized linear models to test 

for an association between relatedness and establishment success. We found that close relatedness to the extant 

avifauna was significantly associated with increased establishment success for exotic birds both at the regional 

(Florida, Hawaii, New Zealand) and sub-regional (islands within Hawaii) levels. Our results suggest that habitat 

filtering may be more important than interspecific competition in avian communities assembled under high rates of 

anthropogenic species introductions. This work also supports the utility of community phylogenetic methods in the 

study of vertebrate invasions. 

Ecography © 2011 Nordic Society Oikos.  To read the full article CFEOR members click here. 

 Planning for the Future of Your Family Lands, July 

20, 2012 from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm, Natural Resource 

Conservation Service State Office, 2614 NW 43rd St, 

Gainesville, FL. Organized and presented by the 

Conservation Trust for Florida. Details and 

registration at: 

http://www.eventbrite.com/event/3774644062  

 

 Florida Small Farms and Alternative Enterprises 

Conference, July 27-29, 2012 in Kissimmee, FL. This 

conference is designed to provide farmers with up-

to-date, research-based, in-depth educational 

information.  For more information: http://

conference.ifas.ufl.edu/smallfarms/ 

 

 

 Basic Wildland Firefighter Training (S130/190), 

August 6-10, 2012 in Gainesville and Melrose, FL.  

For more information:  http://s130-

190.eventbrite.com/. 

 

 Panhandle Outdoors Live 2012, Ochlockonee 

Brackish River Swamps and Marshes, August 22, 

2012. For more information: http://

panhandleoutdoorslive2012.eventbrite.com/. 

 

 Silviculture Best Management Practices 

Workshops, October 2, and November 13, 2012. 

Free workshop for land owners/managers. For more 

information: http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/Extension/

florida_forestry_information/events_calendar/files/

bmp_workshops2012_flyer.pdf 

http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/cfeor/LogIn/log%20in%20docs/recent%20research/Patterns%20of%20bird%20invasion%20are%20consistent%20with%20environmental%20filtering.pdf
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/3774644062
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/3774644062
http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/smallfarms/
http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/smallfarms/
http://s130-190.eventbrite.com/
http://s130-190.eventbrite.com/
http://panhandleoutdoorslive2012.eventbrite.com/
http://panhandleoutdoorslive2012.eventbrite.com/
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/Extension/florida_forestry_information/events_calendar/files/bmp_workshops2012_flyer.pdf
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/Extension/florida_forestry_information/events_calendar/files/bmp_workshops2012_flyer.pdf
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/Extension/florida_forestry_information/events_calendar/files/bmp_workshops2012_flyer.pdf
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

CFEOR Administration 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Steering Committee Chair 

 
Newsletter Contacts 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  

mkreye@ufl.edu 
Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 
njp@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 
110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 

 39th Annual Natural Areas Conference, October 9-

12, 2012 in Norfolk, VA. This year’s conference will 

address keeping natural areas programs relevant in 

today’s world and natural areas resilient in the face 

of change.  Learn more at 

www.naturalarea.org/12conference/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ACES and Ecosystem Services Markets 2012, 

December 10-14, 2012 in Ft Lauderdale, FL. A 

community on ecosystem services linking science, 

practice and decision making. Learn more at 

www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/aces/   
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