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 A Review of CFEOR Professional Workshops, 2009 (Part 1) 
By: Melissa Kreye, CFEOR Coordinator                                                                                                           

This year the new CFEOR Outreach Committee coordinated 

CFEOR’s first professional workshops. In April we offered the 

Biomass Harvesting Demonstration Workshop at the Osceola 

National Forest (ONF) in Olustee, FL and in July the Uneven-aged 

Management and the Proportional-B Method for Implementing 

Selection Silviculture workshop at Tate’s Hell State Forest (THSF) 

in Carrabelle, Fl.  Both workshops were well attended and 

received positive feedback through personal communications 

and formal evaluations.  Also, both workshops have been 

approved by the Society of America Foresters for Continuing 

Forestry Education credits. If you attended either of these 

workshops and would like to receive credit please contact 

Melissa Kreye at mkreye@ufl.edu.  

Many southeastern coastal plain forests have struggled to 

reduce hazardous fuels and associated wildfire risks to 

surrounding communities.  Until recently, the use of dormant 

season prescribed fire and mechanical fuel removal were the only 

practical methods for reducing hazardous fuels.  Dormant season 

burning on the Osceola National Forest and other areas in Florida has been difficult since fuels, which are 

highly volatile in the dryer spring wildfire season, often do not readily burn during the wetter dormant 

season. While mechanical fuel reduction is effective, it is cost prohibitive reducing its effectiveness at the 

landscape level. 

At the Biomass Harvesting Demonstration Workshop on April 30, 2009 Ivan Green, Osceola National Forest 

District Ranger and Carl Petrick, Ecosystem Staff Officer, National Forests in Florida presented a new biomass 

harvesting and baling method as an opportunity for reducing hazardous fuels, improving forest health, and 

reducing wildfire threat to communities, while providing an alternative source of green energy.   They 

discussed studies done on other forests that demonstrated how harvesting of biomass can reduce fuel loads 

and generate revenue. Following the indoor session participants visited field sites where the understory had 

been mechanically harvested and inspected the harvesting equipment.   

Carl Petrick, Ecosystem Staff Officer, National 
Forests in Florida discussing biomass harvesting 
equipment at the Osceola National Forest. 
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The workshop had 45 participants representing Buckeye, 

Claw Forestry, Co. of Volusia, F&W Forestry Services, DOF, 

Florida Park Service, Foley Timber, FWC, Gill Land & Timber 

Investments Inc, Marisoni Inc, NWFWMD, Packaging Corp. 

of America, Rayonier, SRWMD, The Forestry Co., UF/SFRC, 

US Forest Service, Wildlaw and Wood Products Co. 

For more information about the biomass baling research 

presented contact Ivan Green at igreen@fs.fed.us. For more 

information about CFEOR workshops please visit our 

Workshops/Outreach Activities page on the CFEOR      

website. 

 

Announcements 

Receive an online master’s degree in Ecological Restoration 

from the University of Florida School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation!  

University of Florida School of Forest Resources and Conservation (SFRC) would like to announce a new 

online graduate concentration and certificate program in Ecological Restoration. This program will address a 

national need for professionals trained in this field, and in particular targets working professionals and full-

time graduate students in the Southeastern US.  The need for such a program is at an all-time high as 

agencies and private companies involved in ecological restoration are striving to re-tool their work force with 

a solid academic training in ecological restoration.  ENROLL TODAY!                                                                        

To find out more go to http://sfrc.ufl.edu/distance_ed/index.html or contact Shibu Jose at sjose@ufl.edu. 

Check out all the new photos on the CFEOR Website!  

 We have a new website heading featuring different photos and the new CFEOR logo.  We 

also have photos of this year’s professional workshops and our Signature research project.  

To start checking out photos visit the home page of our website. 

Recent Research Findings 

Cold weather may reduce Cuban tree frogs’ impact as they move north 

Filed with University of Florida News  on Thursday, July 16, 2009.  

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Invasive Cuban tree frogs are spreading through Florida, but a new University of Florida 

study suggests their impact could weaken as they move farther north, because colder weather seems to 

reduce their average size. Smaller Cuban tree frogs would lay fewer eggs and be less likely to eat native frogs, 

said Steve Johnson, an assistant professor with UF’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences. Cold weather 

Workshop participants inspect understory biomass that was 
recently cut and baled at Osceola National Forest. 
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may also shorten the frogs’ breeding season and life span. The study, authored by Johnson and Monica 

McGarrity, a UF biological scientist, was published in the June issue of the journal Biological Invasions. “This is 

a hint of a silver lining,” Johnson said. “We usually don’t discover things about invasive species where we say 

‘hey, there’s a little bit of hope here.’ Usually it’s the other way around.” 

The findings give wildlife managers and researchers in Southeastern states new reason to monitor local 

Cuban tree frog sightings and captures, he said. Further observation will confirm whether the frogs continue 

getting smaller as they spread north, and could provide valuable information to officials preparing for 

possible infestations. The frogs were introduced to South Florida in the early 20th century, Johnson said. 

Today, they’re established in most of peninsular Florida, and individuals have been reported in Florida’s 

Panhandle, Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, South Carolina, Texas, Maryland, Minnesota and Canada. It’s 

unclear how far north the frogs could survive, but in extremely cold climates they would have to find warm 

places to ride out the winter, such as heated buildings, he said.  

Though not dangerous to people, Cuban tree frogs pose a nuisance. They enter homes, secrete an irritating 

chemical from their skin, and trigger power outages by climbing into utilities equipment. They’re also 

suspected of depleting populations of native tree frogs.“Cuban tree frogs are now the most commonly 

encountered tree frog in South Florida, at least in human-inhabited areas,” Johnson said. “It should be the 

native green tree frogs and squirrel tree frogs.” 

In the study, Johnson and McGarrity measured the length of almost 350 Cuban tree frogs collected in 

Orange, Hillsborough and Alachua counties. Statistical analysis of these frogs showed that, on average, 

females were 53 millimeters (2.1 inches) long, males 43 mm (1.7 inches) long. Prior studies showed Cuban 

tree frogs in South Florida’s Everglades National Park averaged 64 mm (2.5 inches) for females, 46 mm (1.8 

inches) for males. Females from Cuba averaged 72 mm (2.8 inches), males 47 mm (1.8 inches).“When we 

have these population values, that are an average,” Johnson said. “There’s still going to be animals larger 

than average.” 

The frogs can reach more than 120 mm (4.7 inches) long on their home turf, which includes Cuba, the 

Bahamas and the Cayman Islands. Females grow bigger than males, and a very large one can produce more 

than 15,000 eggs per year. Large females are also more apt to eat native frogs. Cuban tree frogs come in 

many colors, including white, yellow, green, gray and dark brown. Apart from sheer size, their distinguishing 

features are unusually large eyes and toe pads, and warty skin. Despite the problems they cause in Florida, 

Cuban tree frogs are sold as pets, Johnson said. He cautions people who buy the amphibians to make sure 

they can’t escape, and to never turn them loose in the wild. “The issue (of invasive animals in Florida) is huge, 

and I think the general public doesn’t realize how great a problem we have,” he said. For more information, 

see Johnson’s publication “The Cuban Treefrog, (Osteopilus septentrionalis) in Florida,” at 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/UW259.  

Upcoming Events   
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 Third National Conference on Ecosystem Restoration - The Spirit of Cooperation 

July 20 – 24, 2009, The Westin Bonaventure, Los Angeles, CA 

http://www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/NCER2009/index.html 

 

 South Florida Aquatic Plant Management Society Meeting 

July 30th, 2009; 8:00am-1:30pm Hurricane House - IFAS / UF 

3205 College Avenue, Davie, Florida 

For more information or to register contact Joel Wolf at jwolf@allstatemanagement.com 

 

 NWCG Basic Certified Wildland Fire Training 

August 10-14, 2009, University of Florida (Newins-Zieglar Hall) Gainesville, FL & Ordway 

Swisher Biological Station (Melrose, FL) 

http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/registration.htm 

http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/NWCG%20Wildland%20Fire%20Course%20Offering_Registration.pdf 

 

 Florida Forestry Association Trade Show 

 Sept 9-10, 2009   St. Augustine, FL   at the Renaissance Resort, World Golf Village. 

http://www.worldgolfrenaissance.com/ 

 

 Society of American Foresters National Convention “Opportunities in a Forested World” 

Sept. 30, 2009 - Oct. 4, 2009, Orlando, Florida 

http://www.safnet.org/natcon-09/index.cfm 

 

 

CFEOR Mission: To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and manage Florida’s forest as a 

healthy, working ecosystem that provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a sustainable basis. 

 

CFEOR Administration 

Charlie Houder, Suwannee River Water Management District, Steering Committee Chair 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management District, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 

Newsletter Contacts 

Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, njp@ufl.edu 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator, mkreye@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848   ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙   PO Box 110410∙    Gainesville, FL 32611 
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