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Meet New CFEOR Program Coordinator Tony Fedler 
Submitted by Tony Fedler, CFEOR Coordinator 

 G reetings! I am excited to be working 

with all of you as the new CFEOR 

program coordinator. Soon to be Dr. Melissa Kreye 

has successfully defended her dissertation and has 

accepted a post-doc in UF’s Wildlife Ecology and 

Conservation Department as her promising career 

continues to unfold. Continuing to have her 

knowledge and experience with CFEOR nearby will 

be invaluable as I transition into my role with 

CFEOR. 

 I am looking forward to working with the 

cooperative as we develop new opportunities to 

collaborate on forest conservation research and 

outreach initiatives. Natural resource conservation 

has been the underlying focus of my professional 

career. I learned about the value of forests and 

clean water as I hiked, skied, fished and hunted 

throughout the northwest while growing up in 

Oregon. These youthful experiences led to an 

undergraduate degree in outdoor recreation 

planning in the Oregon State University forestry 

department. A few years later I left Oregon to 

pursue masters and doctoral degrees in natural 

resources development at Texas A&M University. 

 My career following graduate school has 

included faculty positions at the University of 

Maryland and University of Florida, research 

director for an NGO conservation organization in 

Washington, DC and, most recently, as a natural 

resources consultant. Most of my university 

research and consulting work has focused on fish 

and wildlife management and conservation 

education. 

 I was drawn to the CFEOR coordinators 

position because of the unique opportunity to work 

with a group of dedicated professionals in a 

distinctive, collaborative program that addresses a 

diversity of forest conservation challenges. Working 

with Nancy and all of you will certainly be a 

pleasure. I hope to talk with each of our members 

over the next few weeks and meeting you at the 

annual meeting in September, if not before then. 
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Effects of Restoration Techniques on Soil Carbon and Nitrogen Dynamics in Florida Longleaf Pine 

(Pinus palustris) Sandhill Forests 

Martin Lavoie, Michelle C. Mack, John K. Kiers, Scott Pokswinski, Analie Barnett, nad Louis Proencher, 2014, Forests  

5(3), 498-517. 

 

Abstract: Historic fire suppression and intensive forest management in longleaf pine (Pinus palustris) sandhill forests 

has resulted in hardwood encroachment and degradation of this fire-dependent ecosystem. Active management is 

now required to restore native community structure and composition, but little is known about the long-term 

impacts of typical restoration techniques on ecosystem properties. In 1994, the Longleaf Pine Restoration Project 

(LPRP) was established in fire-excluded longleaf pine sandhills of Eglin Air Force Base, Florida, to explore the effects of 

restoration treatments on plant and animal community composition and soil processes. Experimental treatments 

applied included three hardwood reduction techniques and delayed burn. Reference sites were concurrently 

monitored. Fifteen years later, we revisited the LPRP plots to determine whether soil processes showed lasting 

treatment effects. This study showed that there were no differences in soil C and N between the reference and the 

fire-suppressed plots prior to the treatments, suggesting that soil C and N were relatively resistant to degradation. 

This study also showed that the restoration treatments had a significant effect by reducing soil C, but this effect was 

only short-lived (<3 years). In addition, a MRPP (multi-response permutation procedure) analysis showed that only 

the herbicide treatment was still different from the reference plots 15 years after the initial treatments. Thus, this 

study suggests that repeated fires (or lack of) or hardwood removal treatments have little detectable effect on soil 

nutrients in these nutrient-poor ecosystems.  

 

To read the full article, CFEOR members click here. 

 Conserved Forest Ecosystems: Outreach & Research 

Cooperative (CFEOR) Member Meeting.  September 19, 

2014. Florida Forest Service Headquarters. Tallahassee, FL.  

Contact Tony Fedler (tfedler@ufl.edu) for more 

information. 

 

 Conference on Ecological and Ecosystem Restoration. July 

28-August 1, 2014. Hilton Riverside, New Orleans, LA. For 

details see:  http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/CEER2014/. 

 2014 Florida Small Farms and Alternative Enterprises 

Conference, Osceola Heritage Park, Kissimmee, FL.  August 

1-2, 2014. For details see: http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/

SmallFarms/  

 

 Natural Areas Training Academy S130/190 Basic Wildland 

Firefighter Training, Waccasassa Forestry Center, August 

11-15, 2014 at Gainesville FL & Ordway-Swisher Biological 

Station, Melrose FL. Tuition: $125 - General Registration; 

$100 - Student Registration. Registration closes July 25. 

Details and registration at 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2014-basic-wildland-

firefighter-training-s130190-tickets-11331772637?ct=t%

28S130_190_20144_16_2014%29  

 

 Conservation Easements for Forest Landowners and 

Their Advisors. September 9, 2014.  Http://

conted.warnell.uga.edu/courses/conseaserome.  Rome-

Floyd County ECO River Education Center, Rome, GA. 

Contact Ingvar Elle, ingvar@uga.edu. 706-583-0566. 

 

 

http://www.mdpi.com/1999-4907/5/3/498
http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/CEER2014/
http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/SmallFarms/
http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/SmallFarms/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2014-basic-wildland-firefighter-training-s130190-tickets-11331772637?ct=t%28S130_190_20144_16_2014%29
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2014-basic-wildland-firefighter-training-s130190-tickets-11331772637?ct=t%28S130_190_20144_16_2014%29
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2014-basic-wildland-firefighter-training-s130190-tickets-11331772637?ct=t%28S130_190_20144_16_2014%29
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Dana Bryan, DEP/Florida Park Service 

 Steering Committee Chair 
 

Newsletter Contacts 
Tony Fedler, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  
tfedler@ufl.edu 

Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 

njp@ufl.edu 
Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 

110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 

 

 2014 SAF National Convention & IUFRO World Congress. 

October 5-11, 2014. Salt Lake Palace. Salt Lake City, Utah. 

 

 Natural Areas Conference. “Deeply Rooted in 

Restoration.” October 15-17, 2014.  Dayton, OH.  For 

details see:  http://www.naturalareasconference.org/ 
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