
 

1  

Listing status recommendations for threatened species approved by Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Contact: Susan Smith, FWC Press secretary  

 T he Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission (FWC) approved the listing 

recommendations for 61 species on Wednesday, June 8, in St. 

Augustine. When Dr. Elsa Haubold, the FWC's leader of the 

Threatened Species Management System, presented the 

recommendations, it marked the culmination of a journey 

that began back in 2007 when the Commission directed staff 

to revise the former imperiled species system. 

The Commission approved the new 

Threatened Species Management 

System in September 2010. Staff 

immediately went to work and 

conducted biological status reviews for 

61 species grandfathered on Florida's 

threatened and species of special 

concern lists that had not undergone a 

review in the past decade. Once the 

biological status reviews (BSRs) were 

completed, staff wrote 

recommendations on which of these 

species should remain listed, and 

included these recommendations in the 

final BSR reports. 

"This is a time for celebration," said Commissioner Rodney 

Barreto. "We all did a great job, from volunteers to staff, and 

we're going to be able to take several species off the list." 

The science-based status reviews were conducted by 

biological review groups composed of experts from around 

Florida and the country and led by an FWC staff expert. The 

groups evaluated the species against Florida's measureable, 

objective listing criteria. Their findings and a staff listing 

recommendation were peer-reviewed by experts from 

around the world. Based on the biological review group 

findings, peer reviewers' comments and other considerations, 

staff made the recommendations about whether each species 

should continue to be listed. 

"The whole process represents the most comprehensive 

assessment ever of Florida's threatened wildlife," Haubold 

said. "The reviews provide us - and the public - with 

information necessary to help us draft management plans to 

conserve and prevent extinction of Florida's wildlife." 

Haubold said staff carefully examined the findings and peer 

review from the external experts and then decided to 

recommend that 40 of the 61 species be listed as threatened. 

Five species are being recommended to temporarily remain 

as species of special concern because there wasn't enough 

information to adequately review their 

status.  

Sixteen species are being recommended for 

delisting, which means that the scientific 

process used did not indicate the species 

were at high risk of extinction. 

"A change in status of the species will not 

occur until we bring back each of the 

management plans for approval," Haubold 

told the Commission. "Specifically, species 

will not be removed from the list, or in some 

cases, moved from species of special 

concern to threatened, until management 

plans are created with stakeholder and public input. Then you 

will be asked to approve the plans and approve the change in 

listing status." 

The FWC is already at work on plans for these species, based 

on threats and needs identified in the biological status 

reports, peer reviews and input received from the public. The 

management-planning process will include significant 

participation from stakeholders and the public. It could take 

several years to complete this process.   

"We are relying on the biologists who are experts on the 

species," said Commissioner Brian Yablonski. "These 

management plans will have the force of law. We celebrated 

when we removed the bald eagle from the list several years 

ago and now the bald eagle's management plan provides 

strong conservation measures."      

Article reprinted on 6/24/11 from myfwc.com/news/news-

releases/2011/june/08/listing-status 

www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR 
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Alligator Snapping turtle, recommended 
for removal from the threatened species 
list. Image from 
animals.nationalgeographic.com 
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Workshop Approach for Developing Climate Change Adaptation Strategies and Actions for 

Natural Resource Management Agencies in the United States 

Halofsky, Jessica E.; Peterson, David L.; Furniss, Michael J.; Joyce, Linda A.; Millar, Constance I.; Neilson, Ronald P . 

Journal of Forestry 109(4) 219-255. 

Concrete ways to adapt to climate change are needed to help land-management agencies take steps to incorporate 

climate change into management and take advantage of opportunities to balance the negative effects of climate 

change. Because the development of adaptation tools and strategies is at an early stage, it is important that ideas 

and strategies are disseminated quickly to advance thinking and practice. Here, we offer an example of a successful 

workshop, focused on National Forests in the United States, which allowed quick dissemination of ideas and 

strategies for climate change adaptation in resource management through an interaction between scientists and 

managers. We share both the process used in the workshop and the outcome of facilitated dialogue at the 

workshop. By presenting concrete adaptation methods and showing the value of a focused scientist-manager 

dialogue, we hope to motivate the US Forest Service and other natural resource agencies to emulate our approach 

and begin the process of adapting to climate change.  To read the full article members click here.  

 

 Webinar: Emissions, Energy return and Economics 

of Utilizing Forest Residues for Thermal Energy 

Compared to Disposal by Pile Burning, June 28, 

2011, presented by Greg Jones with the Rocky 

Mountain Research Station.  For more information 

go to https://www1.gotomeeting.com/

register/801560313 

 

 2011 Wildlife Expo, July 31, 2011 at UF-IFAS West 

Florida Research and Education Center, Milton, FL. 

For more information please contact Ms. Robin 

Vickers at ( 850) 983-5216 x 113 or rvickers@ufl.edu  

 

 2011 National Bobwhite Technical Committee 

Meeting, August 9-12, 2011 in Tallahassee, Fl. The 

meeting will be held at the Doubletree Hotel in 

Tallahassee with a field trip into plantation 

community of the Red Hills. For more information 

please contact Charles McKelvy at 

Chuck.McKelvy@MyFWC.com  

 

 

 CFEOR Workshop: Landscape-scale mechanical 

fuels reduction treatments effects on fire behavior, 

fuel loads, and forest ecology, September, 2011 at 

the Osceola National Forest in Olustee, FL. Stay 

tuned for final date. To learn more go to http://

www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/UpcomingEvents.html 

 

 Southeast Herbicide Applicator Conference,  

October 3-5, 2011 at the Edgewater Beach Resort, 

Panama City Beach, FL. See website for details: 

http://www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/sehac/, or 

contact Johanna Gilbert, Conference Coordinator, 

UF-IFAS, Office of Conferences & Institutes, (352) 

392-5930, jhanna@ufl.edu  

 

 Ninth Symposium on Fire and Forest Meteorology, 

October 18-20, 2011 in Palm Springs, CA. To learn 

more go to http://www.ametsoc.org/meet/

fainst/20119fireforest.html 
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

CFEOR Administration 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Steering Committee Chair 

Tim Breault, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 
Newsletter Contacts 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  

mkreye@ufl.edu 
Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 
njp@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 
110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 Mark your calendars!– Natural Areas Conference 

on November 1-4, 2011. An exceptional conference 

experience! Located in the Florida Panhandle, the 

unique landscapes will provide an exciting 

conference setting and diverse field trip 

opportunities. The Florida State University 

Conference Center offers a state-of the-art venue to 

share research through numerous technical 

symposia as well as thought-provoking invited and 

contributed plenary and paper sessions on 

stewardship, management and research.  The 

extensive program also features special sessions 

including an all-day Cogengrass workshop and State 

and Federal Natural Area Roundtables; our co-host 

NAEPPC will feature dedicated tracks for sharpening

-the-saw in invasive species management.  View the 

call for papers at http://www.naturalarea.org/

NaturalAreasConferenceAnnouncement.asp 

 Exploring the Mega-fire Reality 2011: A Forest 

Ecology and Management Conference, November 

14-17, 2011 in Florida, USA. To learn more go to  

http://www.megafirereality.com 
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