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Are You Firewise Florida? 
Author: Peter Colverson, Pandion Systems Inc., Gainesville, FL  

 A s Florida has rapidly developed over the 

last few decades Florida Forever has 

protected ever increasing acreages of natural lands 

resulting in huge areas of wildland urban interface 

(WUI) throughout the state. Florida’s fire adapted 

ecosystems (primarily flatwoods, sandhills and scrubs) 

make up most of the lands in these interface areas. As 

the human population in the interface has increased, 

pressure on land managers to prevent wildfires has 

increased. At the same time they are being pressured 

not to deliver smoke into population centers which can 

hamper their ability to utilize prescribed fire, their 

cheapest and best option for managing fuels and 

preventing wildfires. 

 Firewise Florida, an affiliate of Firewise 

Communities USA, is a program whose goal is to create 

communities that are safe from wildfire within the 

wildland urban interface. When a community becomes 

Firewise, the residents agree to implement a series of 

steps including maintaining a firewise committee and 

hosting annual workdays dedicated to decreasing risks 

from wildfire in their community. The Florida Division of 

Forestry (DOF) is in charge of implementing Firewise 

Florida and has made great progress;  today there are 

40 Firewise Communities in Florida. 

 Living on the Edge is an educational program that 

supports the Firewise program. Pandion Systems assists 

DOF with this program by presenting workshops and 

educational programs to community decision makers 

and homeowner groups. The focus of the decision 

maker workshops is to encourage the development of 

Community Wildlfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) for 

entire communities while the work with homeowners is 

focused on the benefits of being Firewise. The risks 

associated with wildfire are highlighted and the benefits 

of healthy, fire managed forests are promoted. 

 Firewise and Living on the Edge directly support 

the work of land managers by creating a more aware 

population within the wildland urban interface. The 

need for fuel reduction programs are emphasized with 

prescribed fire being strongly promoted. The ecological 

benefits of prescribed fire are clearly spelled out and 

participants in all programs receive a consistent 

message about why managers need to be able to 

regularly use fire to promote forest health and prevent 

dangerous wildfires. Homeowners are also encouraged 

to take action themselves to protect their own 

properties. All programs include the following elements; 

The importance of defensible space 

The importance of non-flammable landscape plants 

and mulches 

The importance of cooperation with neighbors to 

promote community wide solutions 

The importance of assessing risks and focusing on 

actions that will reduce risks for the least cost 

There will be a new series of Living on the Edge 

programs occurring over the next year. To bring this 

program to your area please contact Peter Colverson at 

352 372-4747 x7017. 

. 
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Susceptibility of Longleaf Pine Forest Associations in South Mississippi to Invasion by 
Cogongrass [Imperata cylindrica (L.) Beauv.] 

Lisa Y. Yager, Deborah L. Miller, Jeanne Jones. 2010. Natural Areas Journal 30(2):226-232 

If fire affects spread of cogongrass (Imperata cylindrica), a non-native grass that displaces native plants, managers can 

determine best use of resources to restore and maintain the diverse herbaceous groundcovers of longleaf pine-bluestem (Pinus 

palustris - Andropogon spp. and Schizachyrium spp.) forests of the southeastern United States. In 2003 and 2004, we measured 

rates of vegetative encroachment of cogongrass into burned and unburned pine-bluestem and pine-shrub forests one and two 

years post-burning on Camp Shelby Training Site, Mississippi. Linear growth and tiller production were significantly greater in 

pine-bluestem forests compared to pine-shrub forests for both time periods. Cogongrass growth was not affected by burning in 

either forest type one-year post-burning, but was significantly greater in burned forests after two years of growth. Two-years 

post-burning, mean linear growth of cogongrass was 235 cm in burned pine-bluestem, 139 cm in unburned pine-bluestem, 177 

cm in burned pine-shrub, and 92 cm in unburned pine- shrub. Tiller production/m2 for 2004 was greatest in pine-bluestem 

burned plots and least in pine-shrub unburned plots. Linear growth of cogongrass was significantly and positively correlated to 

percent cover of adjacent herbaceous vegetation but tiller numbers were significantly and negatively correlated to percent 

cover of adjacent shrubs. Efforts to restore pine-shrub forests to pine-bluestem forest conditions should implement control of 

cogongrass before and after use of Are. Vigilant control efforts are needed as restoration shifts conditions to those of pine-

bluestem forests and increases susceptibility to cogongrass invasion.  

© 2010 BioOne. To read the full article members click here.  

 

Bioenergy Crop Field Day, July 15, 2010; 8:30 am—1:00 

pm ET at the UF Plant Science and Education Unit in Citra, 

FL. Field tours of ongoing bioenergy crop research and  

presenting recent data from statewide experiments. 

Event is free, register by July 8, 2010. Click here to 

register or contact Dr. Lynn Sollenberger at 

lesollen@ufl.edu. 

 

Basic Wild and Firefighter Training—National Wildfire 

Coordinating Group (NWCG) Certified Courses, August 9-

13, 2010; 8:00 am-5:00 pm ET at the University of Florida 

Campus and Ordway-Swisher Biological Station in 

Melrose, FL. Registration is currently open.  To register go 

to http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/registration.htm. 

 

Wildlife Expo, July 31, 2010 at UF-IFAS West Florida REC, 

Milton Campus. Details to be posted. For more info, 

contact Robin Vickers at (850) 983-5216 x 113 or 

rvickers@ufl.edu.  

 

 

2010 Southern Pine Beetle Prevention Cost-Share 

Program Seeks Applicants. The Florida Division of 

Forestry is re-offering the Southern Pine Beetle 

Prevention Cost Share Program to eligible non-industrial 

private forest landowners.  Sign up May 20-July 1, 2010. 

For application forms and to learn more go to www.fl-

dof.com.  

 

GIS Workshop in Advanced Geospatial Tools and 

Techniques in Natural Resources: Scripting and Model 

Building, October 25-27, 2010 at the Tall timbers 

Research Station and Land Conservancy, Tallahassee, Fl.  

To learn more and to register go to http://nbci.ttrs.org/

GISWorkshop/index.html 

 

 

http://sfrc.ufl.edu/cfeor/LogIn/log%20in%20docs/recent%20research/Susceptability%20of%20longleaf%20pine%20forest%20associations%20in%20south%20mississippi%20to%20invasion%20by%20cogongrass.pdf
http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dFZyUHEzNWstX201QU1mblBONzJiQWc6MQ
mailto:lesollen@ufl.edu
http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/registration.htm
mailto:rvickers@ufl.edu
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/fh_insects_spb_prevention_program.html
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/fh_insects_spb_prevention_program.html
http://nbci.ttrs.org/GISWorkshop/index.html
http://nbci.ttrs.org/GISWorkshop/index.html
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Steering Committee Chair 

Tim Breault, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 
Newsletter Contacts 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  

mkreye@ufl.edu 
Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 
njp@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 
110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

http://sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/administration.html
mailto:mkreye@ufl.edu
mailto:njp@ufl.edu

