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 Training For Gopher Tortoise Authorized Agents 
Submitted by: Peter Colverson, Pandion Systems, Gainesville, FL                                                                                                                       

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission has 

released new regulations to govern the relocation of gopher 

tortoises that result from development projects. All persons who 

now engage in relocation activities for gopher tortoises need 

authorizations from FWC. There are separate authorizations for 

separate activities. These include burrow surveys, capture methods 

(by all means of capture) and transportation, marking and release. 

Within the new regulations are guidelines that allow training to 

replace previous experience in order to earn an authorization from 

FWC to engage in relocation activities. There are 3 entities in 

Florida who have been approved by FWC to offer this training. 

These groups are The Gopher Tortoise Relocation and 

Management Training Institute, LPG Environmental and Permitting 

Services, Inc. and Pandion Systems, Inc. Each firm has had their 

training agenda approved by FWC and is offering training courses. 

Pandion Systems has additionally become the approved trainer for gopher tortoise relocation activities for 

the Central Florida Association for Environmental Professionals (CFAEP). Pandion’s training is divided into 2 

separate courses, Surveying in Course 1 (together with gopher tortoise biology, habitat assessment and 

permitting) and Capture Methods and Transportation, Marking and Release in Course 2. Both courses are 

fully hands-on and require trainees to work as assistants as they learn the various techniques by doing them 

in the field following classroom demonstrations. Both courses include testing and successful completion 

results in a Certificate that can be submitted to FWC for Authorization in lieu of previous experience. 

The training in Course 2 is particularly invasive because it requires burrows to be excavated. As a result, there 

is a need for training to occur at sites where real-time gopher tortoise relocation is occurring. It is important 

therefore for Authorized Agents to allow their relocations to become training events and we welcome all 

such offers. The best analogy is a teaching hospital and the benefit to the contractor is that trainees can take 

the place of employees and therefore save expenses.  

 

Course 1 that is sponsored by CFAEP is scheduled for June 24-26. For more 

information contact Peter Colverson at Pandion Systems.  

 

 

Gopher Relocation. Photo submitted by Peter 
Colverson. 

http://sfrc.ufl.edu/cfeor
mailto:Pete%20Colverson%20[PColverson@pandionsystems.com]
http://www.pandionsystems.com/index.html
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Introducing 

CFEOR’s New Co-Directors 

Dr. Christina L. Staudhammer, Assistant Professor, University of Florida, School 

of Forest Resources and Conservation (Forest Biometrics) 

Christie Staudhammer joined the CFEOR administration as a co-director in May 

2009. Her research covers a broad range of topics, including mixed effects 

models in forestry, design and analysis of experimental data, quantifying size and 

structure distributional differences if forests, and quantifying model uncertainty. 

Christie looks forward to being a part of the CFEOR team, and hopes to lend her 

expertise in sampling and experimental design to more CFEOR sponsored 

projects. For more information about Christie click here. 

 

Dr. Leda N. Kobziar, Assistant Professor, University of Florida, School of Forest 

Resources and Conservation (Fire Science and Forest Conservation) 

Leda N. Kobziar joined the CFEOR administration as a co-director in May 2009. 

Her research interests include: the efficacy of fuels reduction and prescribed 

burning treatments in forest restoration; predicting potential fire behavior and 

severity; using dendrochronology to determine historical fire regimes; and the 

relationships between fire, fuels management, and soil carbon efflux. Leda is 

actively engaged in promoting support and increasing understanding of fire’s 

natural role in ecosystem maintenance, through her leadership activities with 

the Association for Fire Ecology and now as a co-director of CFEOR. For more 

information about Leda click here. 

 

Announcements 

CFEOR Sponsored Workshop: Uneven-aged Management and the 

Proportional-B Method for Implementing Selection Silviculture 

 Date: 10:00am-5:00pm, June 25, 2009.  

 Location: Conference Room at Tate’s Hell State Forest Office, Carrabelle, Fl.  

 Presented by: Dale G. Brockway, Southern Research Station, USDA Forest Service 

and Edward F. Loewenstein, School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences, Auburn University. 

For more information and to register please visit our website. 

 

 

http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/administration.html
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/faculty/staudhammer/index.html
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/administration.html
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/faculty/kobziar/
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/index.html
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Submit CFEOR Update Articles Here! 

We want to hear about your land management activities!   CFEOR Updates are essential 

to our mission to develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and manage 

Florida's forest as a healthy, working ecosystem. We appreciate all your contributions 

and receive positive feedback from our readers. Articles are short, 1-2 paragraphs with 1-

2 photos and link(s) to more information. Please contact CFEOR Coordinator Melissa 

Kreye at mkreye@ufl.edu . 

 

Recent Research Findings 

Climate–tree growth relationships of longleaf pine (Pinus 

palustris Mill.) in the Southeastern Coastal Plain, USA  

Henderson, P. J.; Henri D. Grissino-Mayer. 2009. Dendrochronolgia .Volume 27. pages: 31-43. 

Knowledge of tree growth/climate response relationships is important to dendroecological studies and 

dendroclimatic reconstructions, particularly in the Southeastern Coastal Plain where few such studies have 

been attempted. To this end, we developed tree-ring chronologies of total ring width, earlywood width, and 

latewood width from longleaf pine (Pinus palustris Mill.) at three sites in the Southeastern Coastal Plain to 

examine the climate–growth relationships for this tree species. The length of these chronologies is 

unprecedented for southern pine chronologies in the Southeast. We compared the tree-ring chronologies to 

monthly temperature, precipitation, Palmer drought severity index (PDSI), and Palmer hydrological drought 

index (PHDI) data from the pertinent climate divisions. We found that PDSI and PHDI have the highest 

correlation with longleaf pine growth, and the strongest relationships between longleaf pine growth and 

these variables occur between July and November. Precipitation in the spring and summer was also positively 

related to growth at all sites. The relationship between temperature and growth was the weakest among all 

climate variables, but warm summer temperatures had a consistent, negative relationship with longleaf pine 

growth. The climate signal in the latewood was generally more robust than for total ring width and 

earlywood width.   

(C) 2009 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.  Read full article click here.  

Upcoming Events   
 

 Landowner Workshop: Marketing Your Forest Products 

May 28, 2009, 6:30 PM -8:30 ET, Hamilton County Extension Office, 1143 US Hwy 41 NW, 

Jasper, FL 32052. The target audience for this workshop is new and established forest 

landowners, and the general public. Click here for more information or contact Greg Staten at 

(386) 792-1269, stateng@doacs.state.fl.us or Allen Tyree at (386) 792-1276, atyree@ufl.edu 

to register.  

 

mailto:mkreye@ufl.edu
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=MImg&_imagekey=B7GJ1-4V34RR4-1-F&_cdi=20193&_user=2139813&_orig=search&_coverDate=12%2F31%2F2009&_sk=999729998&view=c&wchp=dGLbVtb-zSkWb&md5=6c902fdc4380a8384f0071a2b77edeb1&ie=/sdarticle.pdf
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/Extension/florida_forestry_information/events_calendar/files/marketing_workshop_hamilton_052809.pdf
mailto:stateng@doacs.state.fl.us
mailto:atyree@ufl.edu
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 11th North American Agroforestry Conference: Agroforestry Comes of Age: Putting Science 

into Practice  

May 31 - June 3, 2009, Columbia, Missouri.  Registration extended  UMCA website 

www.centerforagroforestry.org 

 

 Invasive Plant Management Workshop 

 June 3, 2009 9:00 am - 3:00 pm at English Creek Preserve in Hillsborough County. Contact 

Carrie Kotal,  (863) 519-8677 ext. 128, kotalc@doacs.state.fl.us 

 

 Forest Products Society  63rd International Convention 

June 21-23, 2009, Doubletree Hotel Boise-Riverside 
Boise, Idaho, USA. website www.forestprod.org 

 

 Society of Wood Science and Technology International Convention 

June 24, 2009, Laurel Room at the Doubletree Hotel Boise-Riverside, Boise Idaho 

Topic: The Role of Wood in our Green Future 

Contact vvicki@swst.org   Website www.forestprod.org  

 

 Third National Conference on Ecosystem Restoration - The Spirit of Cooperation 

July 20 – 24, 2009, The Westin Bonaventure, Los Angeles, CA 

http://www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/NCER2009/index.html 

 

 Society of American Foresters National Convention “Opportunities in a Forested World” 

Sept. 30, 2009 - Oct. 4, 2009, Orlando, Florida 

http://www.safnet.org/natcon-09/index.cfm 

 

 

 

 

CFEOR Mission: To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and manage Florida’s forest as a 

healthy, working ecosystem that provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a sustainable basis. 

 

 

CFEOR Administration 

Charlie Houder, Suwannee River Water Management District, Steering Committee Chair 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management District, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 

Newsletter Contacts 

Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, njp@ufl.edu 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator, mkreye@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848   ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙   PO Box 110410∙    Gainesville, FL 32611 

 

http://www.centerforagroforestry.org/
mailto:kotalc@doacs.state.fl.us
http://www.forestprod.org/
mailto:vvicki@swst.org
http://www.forestprod.org/
http://www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/NCER2009/index.html
http://www.safnet.org/natcon-09/index.cfm
http://sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/administration.html
mailto:njp@ufl.edu
mailto:mkreye@ufl.edu
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