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An “hand shake” type cooperative in groundcover restoration 
Author: Steven R Miller, St. Johns River Water Management District  

T here is an African proverb: "It takes a village to raise a child".  

A similar proverb could be appropriate for land management, 

“It takes cooperation to get land managed”. 

There are many cooperatives out there that have been getting 

good things done on the land for years, CFEOR being one of 

those.  In the prescribed fire arena, examples include the National 

Interagency Prescribed Fire Training Center, Engine Academy, 

regional fire cooperatives, The Nature Conservancy’s (TNC) strike 

teams and many more.  Endangered species have  cooperatives 

for both scrub jays and red cockaded woodpeckers.  Some of 

these are formal cooperatives with agreements, and others are 

“hand shake” versions. 

Recently a new “hand shake” type cooperative has developed to 

help with ground cover restoration.  The St Johns River Water 

Management District (SJRWMD) has lots of land needing ground 

cover restoration, but not enough acres that can serve as donor 

sites from which upland groundcover seed can be harvested.  The 

University of Florida Ordway Swisher Biological Station has areas 

where seed can be harvested but needs labor and equipment to 

assist with projects on the station.  

This new “hand shake” cooperative allowed SJRWMD staff to 

harvest upland groundcover seeds from Ordway over the course 

of five days.  The seeds were then planted on two different District 

sites that were that were void of native groundcover.  One site 

suffered from erosion for years and was recently recontoured, the 

other site was an old dove field. SJRWMD staff reciprocated by 

assisting Ordway with prescribed burning and vegetation control 

projects. The Nature Conservancy chipped in by providing the 

planting equipment. 

In the day of tight budgets cooperatives offer the opportunity to 

stretch resources and get good things done.  The adjoining photos 

document our recent  cooperative efforts in groundcover 

restoration. To learn more about SJRWMD’s other cost-sharing 

programs go to http://www.sjrwmd.com/costshare/index.html. 

www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR 

 The eroded site. 

The site recontoured. 

Seed harvesting at Ordway-
Swisher Biological Station. 

Mac Kendrick harvesting 
seed. 

TNC Grass Lander 
planting the seed. 

mailto:srmiller@sjrwmd.com
http://www.sjrwmd.com/costshare/index.html
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/index.html
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Assessing Public Preferences for Forest Biomass Based Energy in the Southern United States 

Susaeta, Andres; Janaki Alavalapati; Pankaj Lal; Jagannnadha R. Matta and Evan Mercer. 2010. 
Environmental Management 45(4) 697-710. 

This article investigated public preferences for forest biomass based liquid biofuels, particularly ethanol blends of 

10% (E10) and 85% (E85). We conducted a choice experiment study in three southern states in the United States: 

Arkansas, Florida, and Virginia. Reducing atmospheric CO2, decreasing risk of wildfires and pest outbreaks, and 

enhancing biodiversity were presented to respondents as attributes of using biofuels. Results indicated that 

individuals had a positive extra willingness to pay (WTP) for both ethanol blends. The extra WTP was greater for 

higher blends that offered larger environment benefits. The WTPs for E10 were $0.56 gallon(-1), $0.58 gallon(-1), 

and $0.48 gallon(-1), and for E85 they were $0.82 gallon(-1), $1.17 gallon(-1), and $1.06 gallon(-1) in Arkansas, 

Florida, and Virginia, respectively. Although differences in WTP for E10 were statistically insignificant among the 

three states, significant differences were found in the WTP for E85 between AR and FL and between AR and VA. 

Preferences for the environmental attributes appeared to be heterogeneous, as respondents' were willing to pay a 

premium for E10 in all three states to facilitate the reduction of CO2 and the improvement of biodiversity but were 

not willing to pay more for E85 in order to enhance biodiversity.  

© 2010 Springer. To read the full article members click here.  

John Valenta is the Associate Lands 

Manager for the Eastern Region of the 

N o r t h w e s t  F l o r i d a  W a t e r 

Management District station at the 

Marianna Field Office. John manages 

over 54,000 acres of both upland pine 

forest and bottomland hardwood 

forest. His job responsibilities include 

prescr ibed burn ing,  t imber 

management, habitat restoration, 

invasive non-native species control work and threatened and 

endangered species management. These disciplines are 

essential to meeting the District’s management objectives 

including supplying northwest Florida with water quality and 

quantity; restoration and protection of the natural 

ecosystems that occur on the property; and providing 

resource based recreation and sustainable use of these 

systems. John works with part of the District’s mitigation 

section and his proactive management style has helped in 

the release of mitigation credits and in the pursuit of an on-

going mitigation program. To learn more about the 

NWFWMD go to www.nwfwmd.state.fl.us 

 Dr. Kimberly Bohn is an assistant 

professor at the University of Florida, 

West Florida Research and Education 

Center. She is an upcoming CFEOR Co-

director as well as a PI for the 2008 

CFEOR Signature Project in adaptive 

management strategies.  In general, 

her research is focused on effects of 

the effects of silvicultural treatments 

and other forest management practices 

on forest ecosystem structure, plant community composition, 

and productivity. Particular areas of interest include uneven-

aged silviculture, regeneration and groundcover restoration, 

and  invasive species management.  Kimberly works in a 

variety forest types, including longleaf pine ecosystems as well 

as bottomland hardwood systems and  forested wetlands.  Her 

other current research projects include quantifying vegetative 

responses following uneven-aged silvicultural treatments, 

evaluating Best Management Practices in forested wetlands, 

and investigating the biology and control of Japanese climbing 

fern ( Lygodium japonicum) in Florida’s natural areas.  To learn 

more about Kimberly go to http://wfrec.ufl.edu/

forest_ecology/bohn.html Phone: 850-983-5216 x 107. 

http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/LogIn/log%20in%20docs/recent%20research/Assessing%20Public%20Preferences%20for%20Forest%20Biomass%20Based%20Energy%20in%20the%20Southern%20United%20States.pdf
mailto:John.Valenta@nwfwmd.state.fl.us
http://www.nwfwmd.state.fl.us/
mailto:kkbohn@ufl.edu
http://wfrec.ufl.edu/forest_ecology/bohn.html
http://wfrec.ufl.edu/forest_ecology/bohn.html
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Steering Committee Chair 

Tim Breault, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 
Newsletter Contacts 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  

mkreye@ufl.edu 
Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 
njp@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 
110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 

Florida Native Plant Society 30th Annual Conference 

May 20-23 in Tallahassee, FL. Conference includes field 

trips, workshops, research and restoration presentations 

and posters, special events, children’s activities, and 

native plant, book, and art sales.  For more info go to 

www.fnps.org. 

 

Forest Stewardship Workshop/Hike: Tree/Plant 

Identification for Forestland Owners May 20, 2010; 9:00 

am– 3:00 pm ET at the Morningside Nature Center, 

Gainesville, FL.  Event is free but pre-registration is 

required.  Contact Chris Demers at  (352) 846-2375 or 

cdemers@ufl.edu. 

 

40th Annual SAF/SFRC Spring Symposium: Sustaining 

Forests, Fisheries and Aquatic Resources in a changing 

World June 2-3, 2010 at the Paramount Plaza Hotel in 

Gainesville, FL. The program brochure and 

registration link are at: http://sfrc.ifas.ufl.edu/

events.html. 

 

 

Bioenergy Crop Field Day July 15, 2010; 8:30 am—1:00 

pm ET at the UF Plant Science and Education Unit in Citra, 

FL. Field tours of ongoing bioenergy crop research and  

presenting recent data from statewide experiments. 

Event is free, register by July 8, 2010. Click here to 

register or contact Dr. Lynn Sollenberger at 

lesollen@ufl.edu. 

 

Basic Wild and Firefighter Training—National Wildfire 

Coordinating Group (NWCG) Certified Courses August 9-

13, 2010; 8:00 am-5:00 pm ET at the University of Florida 

Campus and Ordway-Swisher Biological Station in 

Melrose, FL. Registration is currently open.  To register go 

to http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/registration.htm. 

 

Natural Areas Training Academy Ten Year Anniversary 

Tribute! NATA celebrates ten years of education and 

training for natural areas managers with a tribute video 

and article in the Natural Areas Journal. To learn more 

visit  http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/. 

 

http://sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/administration.html
mailto:mkreye@ufl.edu
mailto:njp@ufl.edu
http://www.fnps.org/
mailto:cdemers@ufl.edu
http://sfrc.ifas.ufl.edu/events.html
http://sfrc.ifas.ufl.edu/events.html
http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dFZyUHEzNWstX201QU1mblBONzJiQWc6MQ
mailto:lesollen@ufl.edu
http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/registration.htm
http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/

