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“Jim Stevenson Resource Manager of the Year” 2010 Awards are Announced!  

Author: Dana C. Bryan, Environmental Policy Coordinator, Florida Park Service 

 H undreds of professional land managers are 

stewards of the large inventory of public 

conservation and recreation lands in the State of Florida.  

The Jim Stevenson Resource Manager of the Year Award 

was established by the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) and is given annually by 

proclamation of the Governor and Cabinet to recognize a 

superior land manager from each of the three major 

agencies that manage these public lands.  The award is 

named for James A. Stevenson, who contributed tireless 

leadership in ecosystem management, prescribed 

burning, exotic plant control, and springs protection 

during his long career with DEP’s Florida Park Service and 

Division of State Lands. 

 The three traditional award winners were joined in 

2010 by a special award to Lee Edmiston, Director of 

DEP’s Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas.  Lee 

has a long and distinguished career with CAMA, but last 

year excelled as DEP’s lead on assessing the damage 

caused by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, and for 

planning and implementing the restoration of Florida’s 

damaged resources. To learn more about Lee’s  notable 

accomplishments click here. 

 At the Department of 

Environmental Protection, 

Jason DePue serves as a lead 

biologist in District 3 of the 

Florida Park Service, assisting 

with management and 

restoration projects as well as 

burns at 29 individual state 

parks in the east-central region 

of the state. The staff from 

several state parks participated 

in his nomination. To learn more 

about Jason and his work with Florida state parks and the 

University of Florida click here.   

 From the Florida 

Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services, Division of 

Forestry (DOF), Winnie 

Schreiber has been the 

Manager of the Division of 

Forestry’s Withlacoochee 

Forestry Center (WFC) for 12 

years and is responsible for the 

Withlacoochee and Seminole 

state forests, totaling 184,543 

acres and 130 staff. Winnie has 

excelled in developing a closely 

knit team of professionals that manage the 

Withlacoochee Forestry Center for the mutual benefit of 

the environment and the citizens of Florida. To learn more 

about Winnie and her accomplishments click here.  

 From the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission (FWC), Don 

Francis is a Fisheries and 

Wildlife Biological Scientist 

III who has served as area 

manager and biologist for 

over 30 years on the 

11,039-acre Joe Budd 

Wildlife Management 

Area (Leon County) which 

contains six state-listed 

endangered and 

threatened species. To 

learn more about Don and 

his contributions to 

conservation click here.   

 A hearty congratulation to all four winners of the 

2010 Jim Stevenson Resource Manager of the Year 

Award!  You exemplify the skillful stewardship of Florida’s 

exceptional public lands. 
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Jason DePue, Florida 
Park Service biologist 
enjoying a state park 
burn.  

Winnie Schreiber, 
Manager of the Division of 
Forestry’s Withlacoochee 
Forestry Center. 

Don Francis, area manager 
and biologist on Joe Budd 
Wildlife Management Area, 
measures “his” national 
champion pyramid magnolia. 
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Accommodating non-market values in evaluation of wildfire management in 

the United States: challenges and opportunities 

Tyron J. Venn and David E. Calkin (2011) International Journal of Wildland Fire 20, 327-339. 

Forests in the United States generate many non-market benefits for society that can be enhanced and diminished by 

wildfire and wildfire management. The Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy (1995, updated 2001), and 

subsequent Guidance to the Implementation of that policy provided in 2009, require fire management priorities be 

set on the basis of values to be protected (including natural and cultural resources), costs of protection, and natural 

resource management objectives (including beneficial fire effects). Implementation of this policy is challenging 

because those charged with executing the policy have limited information about the value that society places on 

non-market goods and services at risk. This paper reviews the challenges of accommodating non-market values 

affected by wildfire in social cost–benefit analysis and proposes an economic research agendum to support more 

efficient management of wildfire in the United States. 

To read the full article members click here.  

CFEOR Welcomes New Members! 
 We are pleased to welcome Gilchrist Club and 

Nokuse Plantation as the newest members of the 

CFEOR Cooperative!  The 

Gilchrist Club is a premier 

private hunting plantation 

located in Gilchrist county, 

Richard “Dick” Brubaker 

serves as the asset manager 

and CFEOR member 

representative. The club is situated on the Santa Fe 

river with nearly 27,000 acres of diverse woodlands. To 

learn more about the Gilchrist Club please visit 

www.gilchristclub.com. The Nokuse Plantation is a 

48,000 acre private 

conservation initiative 

in the Florida 

Panhandle 

conceptualized and 

funded by M. C. Davis 

and Sam Shine. It is 

designed to be both a model and a catalyst for future 

landscape level conservation projects, which is the only 

way to preserve nature’s intrinsic biodiversity.  

Matthew J. Aresco serves the  plantation director and 

CFEOR member representative.  To learn more about 

Nokuse please visit www.nokuse.org   

CFEOR Awarded Funds for Coop. 

Vehicle! 
 The UF School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation  (SFRC) and UF/IFAS Dean of Research 

provided a research equipment grant from which 

CFEOR was awarded $17,500. These funds were 

matched with $6,500 from CFEOR Co-Directors and 

members for a total of $24,000 to purchase a CFEOR 

vehicle. CFEOR representatives travel throughout 

Florida to expand  membership and promote research. 

Graduate students working on CFEOR projects travel to 

field sites and present their research at professional 

events throughout the southeast.  The benefits of 

purchasing a CFEOR vehicle include improved vehicle 

availability for multiple CFEOR faculty, staff and 

graduate students and a cost-savings in travel . 

http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/LogIn/log%20in%20docs/recent%20research/Venn%20and%20Calkin_2011_Non%20market%20evaluation%20of%20wildfire%20mgt%20in%20the%20US.pdfC:/Users/mkreye/Documents/ArcGIS
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Steering Committee Chair 

Tim Breault, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 
Newsletter Contacts 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  

mkreye@ufl.edu 
Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 
njp@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 
110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 Call for papers and posters!- Natural Areas 

Conference. Abstracts must be received by May 

27th, 2011. We invite papers and posters that focus 

on planning and management associated with the 

uncertainty of climate change and other modern 

challenges in natural area management. Students 

can compete for presentation awards. Visit 

www.naturalarea.org for conference information 

and updates related to accepted abstracts. 

 

 2011 Wildlife Expo, July 31, 2011 at UF-IFAS West 

Florida Research and Education Center, Milton, FL. 

For more information please contact Ms. Robin 

Vickers at ( 850) 983-5216 x 113 or rvickers@ufl.edu  

 

 2011 National Bobwhite Technical Committee 

Meeting, August 9-12, 2011 in Tallahassee, Fl. The 

meeting will be held at the Doubletree Hotel in 

Tallahassee with a field trip into plantation 

community of the Red Hills. For more information 

please contact Charles McKelvy at 

Chuck.McKelvy@MyFWC.com  

 Mark your calendars!– Natural Areas Conference 

on November 1-4, 2011. An exceptional conference 

experience! Located in the Florida Panhandle, the 

unique landscapes will provide an exciting 

conference setting and diverse field trip 

opportunities. The Florida State University 

Conference Center offers a state-of the-art venue to 

share research through numerous technical 

symposia as well as thought-provoking invited and 

contributed plenary and paper sessions on 

stewardship, management and research.  The 

extensive program also features special sessions 

including an all-day Cogengrass workshop and State 

and Federal Natural Area Roundtables; our co-host 

NAEPPC will feature dedicated tracks for sharpening

-the-saw in invasive species management.  View the 

call for papers at http://www.naturalarea.org/

NaturalAreasConferenceAnnouncement.asp 
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