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Mike Long retires, Charlie Houder new Chair of CFEOR 

CFEOR’s first leader, Mike Long, director of the Florida Division of Forestry, ended his two year term in 
April as the chair of the cooperative. Charlie Houder, Suwannee River Water Management District and 
prior Vice-Chair, took his place as CFEOR chair and will continue to lead the cooperative until 2010. 
Bill Cleckley, of Northwest Florida Water Management District, is the new Vice-Chair for the two year 
term.  

Mike was a key player in the creation and development of CFEOR – playing an active role in the 
formation of the cooperative’s policy and guidelines, as well as, volunteering to lead CFEOR during its 
first two years of existence.  Mike stated, “I want to thank all the CFEOR members for their efforts to 
get the organization established and running.  CFEOR has great potential to improve the quantity and 
quality of research initiatives focused on the areas that we as land managers need.  I look forward to 
seeing the organization to continue to grow in future years.”  

 

Left Image: (left to right) Tim White, Jeff Doran, and Mike 
Long at the CFEOR Science Committee Meeting held 
October 17th, 2007 at Austin Cary Memorial Forest. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Conferences  

• Carbon Credit Workshop 
May 6th 9:00 am-11:00 am at St. Johns Wind Mitigation Building, St. Augustine, FL 
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/Extension/florida_forestry_information/events_calendar/files/carbon_
credit_announcement_stjohns050608.pdf  
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• 28th Florida Native Plant Society Annual Conference 
May 14-18, Manatee Convention Center, Palmetto, FL (near Bradenton) 
Theme: Uplands to Estuaries: Celebrating Florida’s Native Plant Heritage. Visit: 
http://www.fnps.org/pages/programs/programpg_no_pic.php?keyword=Conference  

• Organization of Wildlife Lands and Realty Specialists (OWLS) and Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies (AFWA) 24th Annual Conference 

May 20-23 at the Hilton Hotel Cocoa Beach, FL 
Theme: “Sustaining Florida’s Wildlife Heritage Amid 21st Century Challenges” 
For more information visit: http://www.ces.fau.edu/OWLS08 

• Project Learning Tree, PreK-8 Educator Workshop 
September 13th 9:00 am-3:30 pm at the Austin Cary Memorial Forest, Gainesville, FL 
PLT Certification, Activity Guide, and Valuable Teaching Resources 
$10 at the door, lunch included. For more information visit: 
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/plt/events_calendar/Austin_Cary_Workshop.html 

• 2008 Southern Mensurationists Conference 
October 26-29 Holiday Inn, St. Augustine Beach, FL 
Professionals and Students welcome! Call for Papers and Abstracts! 
For more information visit: 
http://sfrc.ufl.edu/Acrobat/2008%20Southern%20Mensurationists%20Conference.pdf   

• Tall Timbers Research and Land Conservancy 24th Fire Ecology Conference 
January 11-15, 2009 Ramada Conference Center, Tallahassee, FL 
Theme: “Future of Prescribed Fire: Public Awareness, Health, & Safety” 
Call for Papers and Abstracts! 
For more information visit: http://www.talltimbers.org/FEconference/    

 

Recent Research Finding  
 
Importance of hardwood trees in the longleaf pine ecosystem for Sherman’s fox squirrels 
Perkins, M.W., L.M. Conner, and A.B. Howze. 2008. Forest Ecology and Management. 255(5-6): 1618-1625 
 
The longleaf pine (Pinus palustris) forest, one of the most diverse yet endangered ecosystems in North America, has 
received considerable interest from conservation biologists. Longleaf pine ecosystem management focuses on 
maintaining open mature pine savanna with reduced hardwood levels. Sherman's fox squirrel (Sciurus niger shermani), a 
near obligate species of the open mature longleaf pine forest and a species of concern, relies on embedded hardwood 
trees for food and shelter but avoids closed-canopy hardwood forests. So where is the middle ground of hardwood 
importance to the squirrel? Ecosystem-scale conservation focusing on intensive removal of hardwoods from within the 
longleaf pine matrix, may negatively impact Sherman's fox squirrels. To understand the importance of hardwoods to 
Sherman's fox squirrels, we conducted a radio telemetry study focusing on habitat components within fox squirrel home 
ranges. Our results suggest a range of acceptance to the ratio of mature pine to hardwood within longleaf pine forests 
with an 80% estimated probability of home range use when canopy cover is comprised of 88.2% mature pine savanna to 
11.8% hardwood cover. Conservation and restoration efforts should maintain individual mature hardwood trees and 
small patches within the longleaf pine forest ecosystem to benefit Sherman's fox squirrel.  
 


