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Exploring Marketing Opportunities for the Florida National 
Scenic Trail 

The Florida National Scenic Trail (FNST) expands almost the entire length of Florida, passing through 
both rural and urban areas, and is no more than 120 miles from most Florida residents. The trails 
proximity to Florida’s diverse and growing population has the potential to provide a multitude of 
quality opportunities to its visitors.  

Preceding results indicate that a wide range of opportunities are desired, however the demographic 
group pursuing these desired opportunities are demographically narrow with the majority of Trail 
visitors being white males, between the ages of 40-59 years old. Visitors also tend to be employed 
full-time or retired, and nearly one-quarter of respondents have an annual household income of 
$100,000 or more annually.  

These results were somewhat surprising given that the FNST traverses through both diverse areas 
(both urban and rural) and Florida’s population itself is diverse. Managers and recreation planners 
must do more than provide the opportunity to engage in quality opportunities for visitor experiences. 
They must also get the word out about the opportunities available which entails the need to create a 
fit between the visitor and the outdoor environment. 

For more information on this research, contact Taylor Stein, 
Associate Professor of Ecotourism at the University of Florida, at 
tstein@ufl.edu or Rachel Albritton, Research Assistant at the 
University of Florida, at rachel7@ufl.edu.  

 

 

Left Photo: Visitors hike the Florida National Scenic Trail at Stephen Foster 
Folk Culture Center State Park in White Springs, FL. 
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Upcoming Conferences  

• Joint Meeting of The Center for Plant Conservation & Florida Rare Plant Task Force 
April 24-27, Garden House, Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, Miami, FL 
For more information, contact Joyce Maschinski jmaschinski@fairchildgarden.org. 

• 28th Florida Native Plant Society Annual Conference 
May 14-18, Manatee Convention Center, Palmetto, FL (near Bradenton) 
Theme: Uplands to Estuaries: Celebrating Florida’s Native Plant Heritage. Visit: 
http://www.fnps.org/pages/programs/programpg_no_pic.php?keyword=Conference  

• Carbon Credit Workshop 
May 6th 9:00 am-11:00 am at St. Johns Wind Mitigation Building, St. Augustine, FL 
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/Extension/florida_forestry_information/events_calendar/files/carbon_
credit_announcement_stjohns050608.pdf  

• Organization of Wildlife Lands and Realty Specialists (OWLS) and Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies (AFWA) 24th Annual Conference 

May 20-23 at the Hilton Hotel Cocoa Beach, FL 
Theme: “Sustaining Florida’s Wildlife Heritage Amid 21st Century Challenges” 
For more information visit: http://www.ces.fau.edu/OWLS08.  

• Project Learning Tree, PreK-8 Educator Workshop 
September 13th 9:00 am-3:30 pm at the Austin Cary Memorial Forest, Gainesville, FL 
PLT Certification, Activity Guide, and Valuable Teaching Resources 
$10 at the door, lunch included. For more information visit: 
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/plt/events_calendar/Austin_Cary_Workshop.html.  

• 2008 Southern Mensurationists Conference 
October 26-29 Holiday Inn, St. Augustine Beach, FL 
Professionals and Students welcome! Call for Papers and Abstracts! 
For more information visit: 
http://sfrc.ufl.edu/Acrobat/2008%20Southern%20Mensurationists%20Conference.pdf.   

 

Recent Research Finding  
 
Managing smoke at the wildland-urban interface 
Wade, D., Mobley, H. 2007. Gen. Tech. Rep. SRS-103. Asheville, NC: USDA, Forest Service, Southern Research  

Station. 28 p. 
 
When prescribed burning is conducted at the wildland-urban interface (WUI), the smoke that is produced can 
sometimes inconvenience people, but it can also cause more serious health and safety problems. The public is unlikely 
to continue to tolerate the use of prescribed fire, regardless of the benefits, if burn managers cannot keep smoke out of 
smoke-sensitive areas. In the South, forest management organizations commonly require that plans for prescribed burns 
pass a smoke screening review and some States require such a review before they will authorize a burn. Current 
screening systems, however, do not incorporate criteria for use at the WUI. This guide describes modifications to the 
Southern Smoke Screening System for burns at the WUI. These modifications couple new research findings with the 
collective experience of burners who have extensively used the 1976 Southern Smoke Screening System. This new 
smoke screening system is designed for use on burns less than 50 acres in size and has undergone several years of 
successful field testing in Florida.* 

*To access publication online, visit http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/gtr/gtr_srs103.pdf.  


