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DOF and FWC Team Up To Translocate 12 Red-Cockaded Woodpeckers 
Author: Nancy Dwyer, Fish and Wildlife Biological Scientist, Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 

Commission 

A  decade of habitat 

management and 

endangered species 

monitoring paid off on an 

evening last October when Fish 

& Wildlife Conservation 

Commission (FWC) and 

Division of Forestry (DOF) staff 

and volunteers successfully 

captured and moved 12 Red-

cockaded Woodpeckers (RCWs).  

It took all night, but the rare birds arrived in their new 

homes before dawn.  

 Six pairs of RCWs from the Citrus Wildlife Management 

Area (WMA) in Citrus County are now residing in the J.W. 

Corbett Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in Palm 

Beach County.  “This was the first time Citrus had 

donated this many pairs, and because of the cooperative 

work of these two agencies, it was a great success,” said 

Vince Morris, ecology unit leader for the Withlacoochee 

State Forest. 

     This relocation is part of a federal translocation 

cooperative.  Its aim is to boost smaller, isolated 

populations or reintroduce this species to suitable 

habitat by relocating young RCWs from larger, 

sustainable donor populations.   

     With this move, the goal of making Citrus WMA a 

RCW donor site has been achieved.  Citrus WMA’s 

woodpeckers had 53 successful nests last year, up from 

41 nests five years ago.  DOF and FWC staffs jointly 

manage the population.  Their tasks include bird 

banding, nest monitoring, installing cavity inserts, 

mechanically and chemically controlling hardwoods, and 

prescribed burning - plenty of work for full-time FWC 

woodpecker biologist, Mary Dowdell, who coordinated 

the translocation. 

Prior to the relocation, Dowdell tracked down which 

birds would be moved from Citrus WMA. The day of the 

capture, teams fanned out to await the birds’ return to 

their roosts.  Ten teams (20 people) captured the birds in 

one night so that the juveniles could be released 

together at their new site by the Corbett crew.  “Even 

though staff worked tirelessly through the night, we 

were glad to have a donor close enough so we did not 

have to hold the birds an extra day in captivity,” said 

Mike Baranski, Corbett 

biologist.  

RCWs are rare because 

they need open stands of 

old-growth pine.  Almost 

97% of red-cockaded 

woodpecker habitat has 

been lost in the past 100 

years.  Florida hosts 

approximately 25% of the 

nation’s RCW population, 

with an estimated 1,100 

active family groups. Most 

of Florida’s populations are 

on public lands and 

managed carefully, often 

by multiple agencies working together.  Maintaining the 

open, mature pine forests where RCWs live is their 

greatest challenge; prescribed fire and mechanical and 

chemical hardwood control are their best tools. 

     “The red-cockaded woodpecker is on the road to 

recovery,” said Dowdell. “And although that road may be 

bumpy, with continued efforts from the many dedicated 

people working with this species, we hope to one day 

remove this endearing bird from the endangered species 

list.”  

www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR 

Ross Scott (FWC) and Colleen 
Werner (DOF)  capturing a Red-
cockaded woodpecker as part of 
a relocation program. 

A Red-cockaded wood-
pecker eating bugs. 
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Integrating social and natural resource information to improve planning for motorized 

recreation  

Rachel Albritton and Taylor V. Stein (2011) Applied Geography 31(1) 85-97. 

Taylor Stein is also CFEOR’s Director. 

Throughout the United States and other countries, motorized recreation has become a dominant recreation use of the 

landscape. In response, social scientists worked to understand who off-highway vehicle (OHV) riders were, while natural 

resource scientists worked to document and mitigate natural resource impacts that were resulting from unmanaged OHV 

recreation. The purpose of this study was to examine both social and natural resource aspects of landscape planning as it 

relates to OHV management. Specifically, this study sought to expand the current knowledge base of who OHV riders 

were by examining the potential for conflict between all-terrain vehicle riders, off-highway motorcycle riders, and four-

wheel drive operators. In addition, the potential for conflict between rider groups was examined spatially based on riders 

stated resource preferences. The outcome of this process provides managers with a set of maps that can be used within 

the planning process to help reduce potential conflict between riders, increase rider enjoyment, and meet conservation 

goals of an agency.  

 

2011©Science Direct.  To read the full article members click here.  

Upcoming CFEOR Tour !  

Restoration and Management of Mallory Swamp 

 Sponsored by SRWMD 

 March 30, 2011  

 Mayo, FL 

 10:00am—4:00pm ET 

 Free to CFEOR members! 

 

Staff from the Suwannee River Water Management 

District will conduct a tour of its Mallory Swamp 

presenting techniques and results of large-scale 

hydrologic and natural community restoration in 

headwater wetland and riverine-dominated systems. 

Tour will focus on the reversal of forest industry 

alterations to a 30,000-acre perched wetland that 

contributes to both the Steinhatchee and Suwannee 

rivers.  Workshop is free to CFEOR members, $10 fee 

for non –members. Optional $10 box lunch available.  

Registration ends soon! Register at http://

cfeortour03.eventbrite.com/ 

 

 Game Management Update Series, Vegetation 

Management for Upland Wildlife, April 29, 2010. 

Dixie Plantation, Jefferson County, FL. Cost is $25. 

Lunch and materials included. Details and 

registration on-line at http://

flgagmus.eventbrite.com   

 

 Natural Areas Training Workshop– Plant 

Communities of Florida, May 3-5, 2011 at the 

Disney Wilderness Preserve, Kissimmee and Crystal 

River Preserve Park.  To learn more go to  http://

nata.snre.ufl.edu/registration.htm 

 

 2011 Wildlife Expo, July 31, 2011 at UF-IFAS West 

Florida Research and Education Center, Milton, FL. 

For more information please contact Ms. Robin 

Vickers at ( 850) 983-5216 x 113 or rvickers@ufl.edu  
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Steering Committee Chair 

Tim Breault, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 
Newsletter Contacts 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  

mkreye@ufl.edu 
Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 
njp@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 
110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 

 2011 National Bobwhite Technical Committee 

Meeting, August 9-12, 2011 in Tallahassee, Fl. The 

meeting will be held at the Doubletree Hotel in 

Tallahassee with a field trip into plantation 

community of the Red Hills. For more information 

please contact Charles McKelvy at 

Chuck.McKelvy@MyFWC.com  
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