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District Groundcover Habitat Restoration Activities – 2011 Cooperative 
Donor Site and Seed Collection Efforts 
By:  Bill Cleckley, Director, Division of Land Management and Acquisition, Northwest Florida 
Water Management District  

 I n 2011, the District continued to enhance its 

groundcover habitat restoration activities on 

two important fronts. First, we significantly expanded 

our donor site acreage by entering into a cooperative 

donor site management and seed collection 

agreement with Quail Run Plantation (1,173 acres) 

located in Washington County.  Using recent Tall 

Timbers research, we mapped three compartments 

containing 12 stands each that created a mosaic of 

prescribe burn areas.  This burning regime mosaic will 

provide adequate quail nesting habitat within their 

home range and will maintain high survival rates.  

Under the agreement, the District will conduct the 

burns and be allowed to harvest wiregrass seed on 100 

to 150 acres annually, which more than doubles the 

District’s available donor site acreage. 

 Second, the District was able to conduct its 

largest upland (xeric) wiregrass seed collection effort 

by entering into a Property Loan Agreement with FWC.  

Under the agreement, the District was able to borrow 

two additional Flail-vac seed collectors/tractors, 

enabling us to 

operate three seed 

collectors on three 

donor sites totaling 

71 acres.  Applying 

recent CFEOR 

sponsored research 

conducted by Emily 

Rodriguez; we 

started our 

collection activities 

two weeks earlier 

than usual and 

collected 2,439 

bulk pounds of wiregrass seed during November and 

the first week of December.  The Moseley site (51 

acres) wiregrass seed tested at 33 percent purity/24 

percent viability and the Burnt Trailer site (20 acres) 

tested at 8 percent purity/58 percent viability.  The 

cost of collection was $8.07/bulk pound using contract 

equipment operators, who also dried and bagged the 

seed.  We collected 2,119 pounds of seed at the 

Moseley site, yielding almost 700 pounds of quality 

wiregrass seed for future direct seeding activities and 

seed for growing contract nursery tubelings.   

 The take home message is to continue to 

cooperate and partner with private landowners and 

public agencies to further enhance your wiregrass 

donor site and seed collection program, while utilizing 

the most current research available to conduct cost 

effective and efficient operations.  Last, we are on the 

cusp of restoring sand hill groundcover habitat within a 

“40 month” timeframe.  Now that’s what I call success 

and progress all rolled up into one!                              

www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR 

04.06.12 

51-Acre Moseley Wiregrass Site 

Urquhart / Perry Wiregrass Site 

mailto::Bill.Cleckley@nwfwmd.state.fl.us
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/index.html
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Changes in Diameter Growth of Taxodium distichum in Response to Flow Alterations in 

the Savannah River 

MM Palta, TW Doyle, CR Jackson, JL Meyer, and RR Sharitz (2012) Wetlands 32 59-71. 

Efforts to maximize or restore ecological function on floodplains impacted by dam construction have increasingly 

focused on river flow management. Few studies, however, consider floodplain hydrogeomorphic position and 

annual climatic variation in dam impact assessment. The Savannah River, a large river ecosystem in the 

Southeastern United States, was impounded in the 1950’s. Our study objectives were: (1) Characterize hydrology in 

floodplain areas containing Taxodium distichum and determine how it has been affected by dam operations; (2) 

Identify basal area increment (BAI) response of Taxodium to annual flooding and climate (dry, average, wet) 

conditions; (3) Assess BAI response to dam-induced hydrologic changes. Levee and back swamp sites were 

significantly drier in the post-dam era, and trees at these sites showed a significant post-dam increase in BAI. Low 

elevation river sites did not show significant hydrologic differences between pre- and post-dam eras, but BAI was 

significantly higher in dry years and significantly less sensitive to hydroperiod in the post-dam era. All trees 

demonstrated a significant quadratic BAI vs. hydroperiod relationship. This study demonstrates that annual 

productivity of Taxodium trees can be reduced by either drought or flood stress. It also suggests that climate and 

hydrogeomorphic location mediate dam impacts and productivity- flooding relationships in Taxodium. 

(C) 2011 Society of Wetland Scientists. All rights reserved.  To read the full article CFEOR members click here. 

 Florida Chapter of the Wildlife Society and Florida 

Exotic Pest Council Annual Spring Conference on 

April 16-19, 2012 at the Ocala Hilton in Ocala, Fl. 

Additional details on conference website 

www.fltws.org . 

 

 Forest*A*Syst: a web-based tool for natural 

resource professionals, April 18, 2012 12:00pm US/

Eastern. A webinar presented by the Warnell School 

of Forestry and Natural Resources at the University of 

Georgia. Available at www.forestrywebinars.net. 

 

 Forest Stewardship Workshop: Grow Timber 

Revenue, April 26, 2012 9am—3pm ET at the UF-IFAS 

Marion County Extension Office in Ocala, FL. Details 

and registration online: http://fsp-

workshop042612.eventbrite.com 

 

 

 Florida Water Resources Conference, April 29-May 4, 

2012 in Orlando, FL.  FWRC is a joint conference of the 

Florida Section of the American Water Works 

Association, the Florida Water Environment 

Association, and the Florida Water and Pollution 

Control Operators Association.  For more information 

go to http://www.fwrc.org/. 

 

 Springs Protection Workshop, May 3, 2012 in Ocala, 

FL. The goal of this workshop is to educate  

landowners about the importance of protecting our 

water resources. Details and registration online:  

http://www.conserveflorida.org 

 GIS Workshop: Applied Geospatial solutions in 

Natural Resources, May 7-11, 2012 at Tall Timbers 

Research Station, Tallahassee, FL.  For additional 

details see the announcement http://www.gis.ttrs.org/

GISWorkshops/GISWorkshop_Spring2012.pdf 

 

http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/cfeor/LogIn/log%20in%20docs/recent%20research/Changes%20in%20diameter%20growth%20of%20Taxodium%20distichum%20in%20response%20to%20flow%20alterations.pdf
http://www.fltws.org
http://www.forestrywebinars.net
http://fsp-workshop042612.eventbrite.com
http://fsp-workshop042612.eventbrite.com
http://www.fwrc.org/
http://www.conserveflorida.org
http://www.gis.ttrs.org/GISWorkshops/GISWorkshop_Spring2012.pdf
http://www.gis.ttrs.org/GISWorkshops/GISWorkshop_Spring2012.pdf
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Steering Committee Chair 

 
Newsletter Contacts 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  

mkreye@ufl.edu 
Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 
njp@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 
110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 CTF Workshop Series: Planning for the Future of 

Your ? Family Lands, May 10, 2012 in Tavares, FL; 

May 17, 2012 in Bushnell, FL, and May 24, 2012 in 

Ocala, FL.  For registration and additional details visit 

the  website: http://www.conserveflorida.org 

 

 Florida Native Plant Society 32nd Annual Spring 

Conference, May 17-20, 2012 in Plant City, FL. 

Registration is now open.  For more information go to 

www.fnps.org.  

 

 8th Natural Resource Extension Professionals 

Conference, May 20-23, 2012 in Henderson, North 

Carolina.  For additional details, see the conference 

website  http://www.anrep.org/conferences/2012. 

 

 Florida Bat Blitz, May 20-24, 2012 in Hosford, FL.  Join 

Wildlife biologists and bat enthusiasts from across the 

Southeastern US for 3 nights in the Apalachicola 

National Forest.  Registration closes April 13.  For more 

information go to http://www.sbdn.org/

blitz_info.html. 

 

 

 Workshop: Wildlife Habitat Considerations in 

Managed Forests, May 21-23, 2012 in Clemson, SC.   

Hosted by Clemson Cooperative Extension.  For more 

information go to http://www.clemson.edu/

extension/natural_resources/continuing_education/

images/sficonference.html. 

 

 Atlantic White Cedar Symposium - Cultivation and 

establishment of Atlantic White-Cedar biodiversity of 

AWC ecosystems, June 12-14, 2012 in Suffolk, VA. 

Additional details available on the conference website: 

http://www.ncsu-feop.org/AWC/. 

 

 National Tree Farmer Convention, June 14-16, 2012 in 

Jacksonville, FL.  Tree Farmers, foresters, and natural 

resource professionals from across the country will 

gather for hands-on activities and visit local Certified 

Tree Farms.  More information at the conference 

website www.treefarmsystem.org. 

 

 39th Annual Natural Areas Conference– Keeping 

Natural Areas Relevant and Resilient, October 9-12, 

2012 in Norfolk VA. For more information go to http://

www.naturalarea.org/12conference/. 

 

http://sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/administration.html
mailto:mkreye@ufl.edu
mailto:njp@ufl.edu
http://www.conserveflorida.org
http://www.fnps.org/
http://www.anrep.org/conferences/2012
http://www.sbdn.org/blitz_info.html
http://www.sbdn.org/blitz_info.html
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/natural_resources/continuing_education/images/sficonference.html
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/natural_resources/continuing_education/images/sficonference.html
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/natural_resources/continuing_education/images/sficonference.html
http://www.ncsu-feop.org/AWC/
http://www.treefarmsystem.org/
http://www.naturalarea.org/12conference/
http://www.naturalarea.org/12conference/

