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UF-led consortium garners $20 million grant to improve pine forest 
management 
Author: Tom Nordlie, IFAS News, University of Florida (article reprinted from IFAS News 2/19/11) 

 GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Pine trees are one of the most 

important crops in the southeastern U.S., and a consortium 

led by University of Florida personnel has been awarded a 

five-year, $20 million federal grant to help landowners and 

foresters throughout the region adapt to and mitigate global 

climate change in coming decades. The award was 

announced Friday, Feb. 18 in Washington, D.C., by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and 

Agriculture. It was one of three awards funded by the 

institute as part of a program to encourage agriculture and 

forestry to increase their capacity to provide what’s called 

carbon sequestration—the practice of producing and storing 

durable materials that contain carbon, to slow the buildup of 

carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Besides 

UF, the consortium includes 10 southeastern 

land-grant universities, eight forestry 

research cooperatives, the U.S. Forest 

Service, state climate offices and the 

multistate Southeast Climate Consortium. 

The grant is one of the largest ever 

associated with UF, said Jack Payne, senior vice president for 

agriculture and natural resources. “This is a tremendous 

achievement for all of the collaborators, and demonstrates 

the wisdom of taking a team approach to big challenges,” 

Payne said. “People throughout the Southeast should be 

proud that this team has attracted $20 million to improve the 

planted-pine industry, one of our region’s premier economic 

engines.” The grant will fund efforts to develop and transfer 

better management practices for southern pine, notably 

loblolly pine, which accounts for 80 percent of planted forest 

in the Southeast. 

Loblolly pine grows naturally from Maryland to Texas, giving 

it great potential for carbon sequestration, said tree 

physiologist Tim Martin, a professor with UF’s School of 

Forest Resources and Conservation who led efforts to obtain 

the grant. “There hasn’t been much focus on climate change 

by forest managers and landowners, partly because little 

information is available on the best way forward to prepare 

for those changes,” Martin said. “This project provides an 

unprecedented opportunity to integrate forestry research, 

outreach and education in the region, to address this 

important societal challenge.” Changes brought about by 

climate change could include reduced summer rainfall, higher 

temperatures and increased disease and pest pressures, 

Martin said. Much of the work funded by the grant will focus 

on development of improved trees and management 

strategies. The grant will also support extensive 

measurements on field experiments already under way 

across the region, to determine how soils, climate and 

management influence the loblolly’s carbon-sequestration 

potential. Researchers will try to make trees grow faster and 

larger, he said. They’ll also investigate ways to 

keep trees healthy and use fertilizer more 

efficiently.  

Martin is the project director and one of four 

people overseeing efforts to integrate the 

project’s main divisions. Gary Peter, an associate 

professor with the UF forestry school, will 

integrate efforts to help the industry and small landowners 

adapt to changing climate conditions and improve the 

resilience of southern forests. Martha Monroe, a professor 

with the forestry school, will integrate outreach and 

education. “This project is possible because of the land-grant 

system,” Monroe said. “We do basic research, applied 

research and outreach. Our collective reach to private 

industry, forest consultants, minority forest landowners, 

teachers, planners and policymakers is significant.” Tom Fox, 

a professor with Virginia Tech’s forest resources and 

environmental conservation department, is the project’s 

integrator for mitigation efforts. “This project will help 

maintain forests that are better able to withstand the 

droughts, intense storms and pests that are associated with 

climate variability,” Fox said. Martin credited UF’s history of 

support for climate-change initiatives, such as the Florida 

Climate Institute, as an important factor in securing the grant.  

Source: Tim Martin, SFRC, University of Florida  
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Distribution of Grasslands in 19th Century Florida 

Karen E. Stephenson (2011) The American Midland Naturalist 165 (1) 50-59. 

Presettlement Florida had a variety of open habitats, including grasslands and savannas. This study examined the historic 

distribution of the Florida grasslands using U.S. General Land Office land surveys made during the 19th century. All survey 

maps with areas labeled “prairie” or “savanna” were compiled into a composite map. A total of 791,140 ha of prairies and 

15,820 ha of savanna were shown on the maps. The most extensive prairies were located in central Florida stretching 

from the west coast of Lake Okeechobee into Hillsboro and Manatee counties. Patches of prairie and savanna extended 

north into Clay County. South of Lake Okeechobee, prairies were found in the Big Cypress Swamp, along the western edge 

of the Everglades and along the eastern coast. Surveyor's notes and historical documents were then used to find 

additional references to grasslands. These references indicate that there were extensive prairies and savannas in the 

northern part of the peninsula and in the panhandle. Areas with prairie and savanna were compared to soil descriptions 

found in county soil surveys by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Soils typical of forested areas 

(spodosols and alfisols) were more common in Florida prairies and savannas than mollisol soils that 

are characteristic of grasslands. The soil data, in addition with the proximity of prairies to pine 

forests, supports the hypothesis that these ecosystems are determined more by topography, fire 

frequency and flooding patterns than by soil type.  

2011©BioOne.  To read the full article members click here.  

 

 Natural Areas Training Academy: Working Across 

Boundaries to Protect Ecosystems, March 22-24, 

2011 in Apopka, FL. This workshop provides natural 

resource managers and planners with information 

and tools to better manage, preserve and protect 

natural areas as a part of the larger ecosystem. For 

additional information and registration, please visit 

the Natural Areas Training Academy website at : 

http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/ . 

 

 Florida Chapter of The Wildlife Society 2011 Spring 

Conference March 22-24, 2011 in  Safety Harbor, FL. 

The Plenary Session theme for this year's 

conference will be "Coastal Conservation: 

Management in a Changing World" . To learn more 

and to register go to http://

conservationnotes.ifas.ufl.edu/proof.asp?cid=123 

 

 

 

 

 Tour of Mallory Swamp and Steinhatchee Springs 

Tracts, Mayo, FL. March 30, 2011 Presenting 

techniques and results of large-scale hydrologic and 

natural community restoration in headwater 

wetland and riverine-dominated systems. Hosted by 

Suwannee River Water Management District. To 

learn more go to www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR 

 

 Game Management Update Series, Vegetation 

Management for Upland Wildlife, April 29, 2010. 

Dixie Plantation, Jefferson County, FL. Cost is $25. 

Lunch and materials included. Details and 

registration on-line at http://

flgagmus.eventbrite.com   

 

 2011 Wildlife Expo, July 31, 2011 at UF-IFAS West 

Florida Research and Education Center, Milton, FL. 

For more information please contact Ms. Robin 

Vickers at ( 850) 983-5216 x 113 or rvickers@ufl.edu  
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Steering Committee Chair 

Tim Breault, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 
Newsletter Contacts 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  

mkreye@ufl.edu 
Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 
njp@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 
110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 

 2011 National Bobwhite Technical Committee 

Meeting, August 9-12, 2011 in Tallahassee, Fl. The 

meeting will be held at the Doubletree Hotel in 

Tallahassee with a field trip into plantation 

community of the Red Hills. For more information 

please contact Charles McKelvy at 

Chuck.McKelvy@MyFWC.com  
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