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Forest Certification Contributes to Managing Conserved Forests 

Author:  Charlie Houder, Assistant Executive Director, Suwannee River Water Management District 

P ublic land managers across the state have often 

heard the assertion that private landowners are 

better stewards of the land. The staff at the Suwannee 

River Water Management District took such comments 

as a challenge and decided that the pursuit of forest 

certification was one way to pick up the gauntlet. 

The District’s fee-owned lands are predominately 

forested and much of the land was in commercial 

silviculture prior to acquisition. The District chose 

Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI®) certification over 

that of the Forest Stewardship Council since SFI® had 

the greater acceptance among the corporate 

landowners who form a key constituent group in the 

District. 

 The SFI standard is structured with principles, 

objectives, performance measures, and Indicators that 

set criteria against which a forest management system 

can be measured. The standard addresses a wide range 

of issues that include sustainable harvesting, site 

productivity, water resources, biodiversity, legal 

compliance, and continual improvement. In order to be 

certified a program participant is required to present 

objective evidence, both in the office and in the field, 

that its operations conform to all applicable parts of 

the standard. 

 When the District first entered the program in 

2003, it was allowed to conduct its own assessment 

and to “self certify.” With strengthening of the 

standard in 2005, the District was required to obtain a 

certificate through an independent registrar after a 

thorough third-party audit. The District was officially 

certified in 2008 and has since completed two 

surveillance audits. Public summaries of the audits 

conducted for each SFI® program participant can be 

found at www.sfiprogram.org. The standard is revised 

at five year intervals, a new standard having taken 

effect in January, 2010. District staff must now adjust 

its forest management system to meet the new 

standard. 

www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR 

The District sees three primary benefits from forest 

certification: 

1. It’s forest operations are judged using the 

same criteria applied to private landholdings 

across Florida and the nation. Certification 

verifies that the District is doing a good job in 

all the areas covered by the standard. 

2. Preparing for certification forces District staff 

to examine its land management system with 

an eye toward improving both field practices 

and documentation. 

3. Increasingly, certification is becoming a 

requirement for access to certain forest 

product markets. 

DOF forester Steve Carpenter and SFI auditors Steve Dubose 
and Norm Boatwright examining documentation for 
operations on District owned lands in Twin Rivers State Forest. 

mailto:houder_c@srwmd.state.fl.us
http://myfwc.com/Index.aspx
http://www.sfiprogram.org
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/index.html
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Designing Climate-Smart Conservation: Guidance and Case Studies 

Hanson L.; J. Hoffman; C. Drews and E. Mielbrecht. 2010. Conservation Biology 24(1):63-69. 

To be successful, conservation practitioners and resource managers must fully integrate the effects of climate change into all 

planning projects. Some conservation practitioners are beginning to develop, test, and implement new approaches that are 

designed to deal with climate change. We devised four basic tenets that are essential in climate-change adaptation for 

conservation: protect adequate and appropriate space, reduce nonclimate stresses, use adaptive management to implement 

and test climate-change adaptation strategies, and work to reduce the rate and extent of climate change to reduce overall risk. 

To illustrate how this approach applies in the real world, we explored case studies of coral reefs in the Florida Keys; mangrove 

forests in Fiji, Tanzania, and Cameroon; sea-level rise and sea turtles in the Caribbean; tigers in the Sundarbans of India; and 

national planning in Madagascar. Through implementation of these tenets conservation efforts in each of these regions can be 

made more robust in the face of climate change. Although these approaches require reconsidering some traditional approaches 

to conservation, this new paradigm is technologically, economically, and intellectually feasible.  

 

Wiley-Blackwell Publishing. To read the full article members click here. 

 What do conservation land managers need to 

know in order to become even better at what they do?  

This was the question posed more than 10 years ago 

when educators, scientists, and land managers from 

The Nature Conservancy, Valencia Community College, 

University of Florida, and several state and county land 

management agencies convened to address this 

question.  Their brainstorm resulted in the birth of the 

Natural Areas Training Academy, now in its tenth year 

of operation. 

 The Natural Areas Training Academy offers 

continuing education opportunities and up-to-date, 

practical information and training relevant to 

protecting and maintaining Florida's biodiversity.  The 

Academy’s core program is the Certificate in Natural 

Areas Management (CNAM) consisting of five 

workshops that emphasize current conservation 

management practices and hands-on learning.  Upon 

completion of the five workshops a Certificate in 

Natural Areas Management is conferred by The 

University of Florida, IFAS Extension and Department of 

Wildlife Ecology and Conservation. Workshops may be 

taken in any order, individually or as part of the 

Certificate series. Those looking to increase their 

knowledge in a specific area may enroll in a single 

workshop for continuing education credit. 

 This important credential has been adopted as a 

basic qualification for work by at least five Florida 

counties and has been endorsed by the Natural Areas 

Association and used as a template to develop 

nationwide standards for conservation land 

management training. The Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission and Florida’s Water 

Management Districts have contracts with NATA to 

ensure their employees receive the training and have 

the opportunity to earn the CNAM. To date more than 

112 land managers have earned this respected 

credential (…) To read the full article click here! 

The five workshops that lead to the Certificate in 

Natural Areas Management are: 

Managing for Diversity Across Florida’s Unique 

Landscapes 

Conservation Site Assessment and Planning 

Managing Visitors and Volunteers in Natural 

Areas 

Natural Areas Training Academy Celebrates 10 Years! 
Author: Linda Demetropoulos, Program Manager, Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation 

http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/LogIn/log%20in%20docs/recent%20research/Designing%20climate%20smart%20conservation.pdf
http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/CFEOR/docs/Academy%20Celebrates%2010%20years%20%283%29.pdf
mailto:Demetrop@ufl.edu
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve 

and manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem 

that provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Charlie Houder, Suwannee River Water 
Management District, Steering Committee Chair 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Steering Committee Vice-Chair 

 
Newsletter Contacts 

Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 

njp@ufl.edu 
Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  
mkreye@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 
110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 

Timber Tax Webinar Feb. 24th and March 17, 2010; at 

12:00 noon-1:30 pm Eastern. Program will cover tax filing 

tips for timber transactions for the 2010 tax season. 

Target audience: landowners, foresters, agency staff and 

program leaders, extension specialist and tax 

professionals. 1.5 CFE credits available for foresters.  No 

registration required. Log in at http://

forestrywebinar.net/  

 

Sustainable Use and Depletion of Natural Resources: 

lessons for the energy system  Feb. 24, 2010 at 1:55 - 

2:45 pm. Dr. Stephen Humphrey, UF School of Natural 

Resources and Environment. 112 Newins-Ziegler Hall, 

Gainesville, FL. 

 

Vegetation Monitoring in a Management Context  

March 1-6, 2010. A Natural Training Areas (NATA) 

workshop and developed for USFS continuing education. 

Archbold Biological Station, Lake Placid, FL. To register 

and more information please visit  http://

nata.snre.ufl.edu/schedule.htm 

 

The 2010 Southeast Partners in Flight Meeting          

March 9-11, 2010. A working group of various 

stakeholders in the southeast interested in avian 

conservation and management. The meeting will be held 

at the UF Hilton Conference Center, Gainesville, FL. For  

registration forms and more information, please visit: 

http://sepif.org/content/view/46/1/ 

 

Forest Stewardship Workshop Series: Diversify Income 

from Your Land March 11, 2010; 9:00 am – 3:30 pm, ET; 

UF-IFAS Hillsborough County Extension Office in Seffner, 

FL.  Contact Rob Northrop at (813) 744-5519 x.106 to 

register. 

 

Working  Across Boundaries to Protect Ecosystems 

March 23-25, 2010.  A Natural Training Areas (NATA) 

workshop addressing how political, social and ecological 

forces can affect natural areas and innovative 

management strategies.  To register and more 

information please visit  http://nata.snre.ufl.edu/

schedule.htm 

 

Forest Stewardship Workshop Series: Diversify Income 

from Your Land March 23, 2010; 9:00 am – 3:30 pm, ET, 

UF-IFAS Clay County Extension Office in Green Cove 

Springs, FL. Contact the Extension Office at (904) 284-

6355 to register. 
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