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Sandhill Restoration: Truly Starting With a Blank Slate 
By: Steven R. Miller, Director, Division of Land Management, St. Johns River Water Management District 

 I n 2002, The St. Johns River Water 

Management District acquired the 

1,308-acre Eustis Sand Mine parcel as an 

addition to the Lake Norris Conservation Area.  

As the parcel’s name implies, the area had been 

a sand mine, in fact previously mined sand, 

which had been stockpiled, continues to be 

removed under lease even today.  Prior to the 

establishment of the sand mine in the 1970’s, 

the area was dominated by a sandhill 

community.  Much of the parcel is subject to 

contracted sand removal and wetland mitigation 

activities, and is therefore awaiting final 

restoration.  However, a 3.5-acre portion of the 

former sand mine was available for restoration 

to begin.  The area resembled a cutbank and was 

suffering from erosion to the point where it 

threatened a neighbor’s fence, and may soon 

threaten their driveway.   

 RH Davis, West Region Land Manager, 

took this project on a personal quest.  In 2009, 

he arranged to get overburden from the 

mitigation bank to recontour the area.  The 

District’s early efforts at establishing wiregrass on 

other sites utilized tublings, which did not achieve the 

desired outcome. By 2009, District staff had developed 

somewhat of a cooperative for harvesting seed from 

areas of good groundcover.  District staff assist other 

public landowners with their growing season prescribed 

burns in exchange for the privilege of harvesting seed 

from those areas.  In February 2010, seed from District 

sites, and cooperator sites, was mixed with some that 

was purchased.  The seed was planted at approximately 

11 pounds of native groundcover mix to the acre.  Rye 

grass seed was also applied to serves a cover crop to 

limit erosion.  Because the sand was truly a blank slate,  

 

there was no competition, and because of some very 

timely rainfall, wiregrass was germinating prolifically by 

May.   

 While the upland groundcover continues to grow, 

the District does have to exert additional effort to limit 

the invasion of the area by natal grass.  Wiregrass and 

other desirable upland groundcover species occupy 

approximately 40% of the surface, bare sand 50% of the 

surface and undesirable species occupy 10% of the 

surface.  To date this is the most successful example of 

the district’s efforts to establish upland groundcover. 
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Trying Not to Get Burned: Understanding Homeowners’ Wildfire Risk-
Mitigation Behaviors. 
Hannah Brenkert-Smith, Patricia A. Champ and Nicholas Flores (2012) Environmental Management 50:1139-1151. 

 

Three causes have been identified for the spiraling cost of wildfire suppression in the United States: climate change, 

fuel accumulation from past wildfire suppression, and development in fire-prone areas. Because little is likely to be 

performed to halt the effects of climate on wildfire risk, and because fuel-management budgets cannot keep pace 

with fuel accumulation let alone reverse it, changing the behaviors of existing and potential homeowners in fire-

prone areas is the most promising approach to decreasing the cost of suppressing wildfires in the wildland-urban 

interface and increasing the odds of homes surviving wildfire events. Wildfire education efforts encourage 

homeowners to manage their property to decrease wildfire risk. Such programs may be more effective with a better 

understanding of the factors related to homeowners' decisions to undertake wildfire risk-reduction actions. In this 

study, we measured whether homeowners had implemented 12 wildfire risk-mitigation measures in 2 Colorado 

Front Range counties. We found that wildfire information received from local volunteer fire departments and 

county wildfire specialists, as well as talking with neighbors about wildfire, were positively associated with higher 

levels of mitigation. Firsthand experience in the form of preparing for or undertaking an evacuation was also 

associated with a higher level of mitigation. Finally, homeowners who perceived higher levels of wildfire risk on 

their property had undertaken higher levels of wildfire-risk mitigation on their property.  

 

© 2012 Springer Link. To read the full article CFEOR members click here. 

 

 Tall Timbers Research Station GIS Workshop: Open 

Source GIS, January 16-18, 2013 in Tallahassee, FL. To 

learn more go to http://www.gis.ttrs.org/

GISHome.html 

 

 Southeastern Society of American Forester's Annual 

Meeting: Transportation and Technology– Advancing 

Forestry in the Southeast, January 27-29, 2013 at the 

Renaissance Mobile Riverview Plaza Hotel in Mobile, 

Alabama. For more information go to  www.sesaf.org/

index.php 

 

 Breeding and Genetic Resources of Southern US and 

Mexican Pines, IUFRO Working Group: Breeding for 

Value in a Changing World, February 4-7, 2013 in 

Jacksonville, FL. For more information go to www.ncsu

-feop.org/IUFRO/index.html 

 

 International Association of Wildland Fire 4th Fire 

Behavior and Fuels Conference, At the Crossroads: 

Looking toward the Future in a Changing 

Environment, February 18-22, 2013 in Raleigh, NC. For 

more information go to 

www.iawfonline.org/2013FuelsConference/index.php 

 

 Georgia Forestry Association: Forest Bioenergy 

Conference, February 21, 2013 in Forsyth, GA. For 

more information go to gfagrow.org/

displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=96 
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Bill Cleckley, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Steering Committee Chair 

 
Newsletter Contacts 

Melissa Kreye, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  

mkreye@ufl.edu 
Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 
njp@ufl.edu 

Phone 352.846.0848 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 
110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 

 Forest Landowners Association National 

Conference, June 5-7, 2012 in Coeur d’Alene, 

Idaho. Contact Susan Johnson at  1-800-325-

2954 .  
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