
 

 

“Jim Stevenson Resource Manager of the Year” 2014 Awards Announced.  
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 T he public conservation and recreation lands of Flori-
da are managed by many dedicated public servants, 

chiefly from three state agencies - the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission (FWC), the Florida Forest Ser-
vice (FFS), and the Florida Park Service (FPS).  Every year, the 
Governor and Cabinet recognize an outstanding employee 
from each agency by awarding him/her with the Jim Steven-
son Resource Manager of the Year Award.  The award is 
named for James A. Stevenson, who contributed tireless lead-
ership in ecosystem management, prescribed burning, exotic 
plant control, and springs protection during his long career 
with DEP’s Florida Park Service and Division of State Lands.  

 The 2014 winners are Jean McCollom, Cathy Low-
enstein, and Sammy McGee  

 Jean McCollom began working for FWC in 2000 as 

the first biologist for the Okaloacoochee Slough Wildlife Man-
agement Area (OK Slough) and retired just before this award 
was announced.  Before FWC, Jean had spent over 18 years 
with The Nature Con-
servancy and the Na-
tional Audubon Society 
as an ecologist and a 
research biologist, re-
spectively. 

Like most FWC land 
managers, Jean had a 
diverse list of responsi-
bilities that included 
prescribed burning, 
exotic plant removal, 
and species monitoring, 
as well as the oversight 
of public hunting and other nature-based recreation. When 
Jean arrived, she quickly initiated a series of groundcover 
restoration (GCR) projects eventually totaling over 300 acres. 
She was involved in every aspect of the process which result-
ed in the FWC portion of OK Slough boasting a native plant 
list of over 500 species. 

With all this expertise, Jean served as a mentor to other 
biologists, regularly gave presentations about her work, 
helped develop the GCR guidebook and worked with private 
exotics contractors to teach their staff to identify native and 
non-native plants in their early stages. 

While Jean concentrated on plant community restora-
tion, she also conducted/ coordinated many wildlife surveys, 
including for reptiles and amphibians, bats, birds (including 
specifically for wading bird roosts, Bachman’s sparrow, and 
crested caracara), as well as numerous annual surveys of tur-
key and deer.  She also worked with the FWC Panther Team 
on habitat maintenance, documentation of panther mortali-
ties, and the introduction of reduced speed limits for panther 
protection on the highway through OK Slough.   

  For much of Jean’s career, staffing on OK Slough was 
minimal - she worked alone from 2000 till 2006, had a half-
time OPS technician from 2006-2013, and a full-time OPS 
technician only after that.  Jean McCollom’s contribution, 
passion and dedication toward the preservation of Florida's 
public lands made her the ideal candidate for this award.   

Cathy Lowenstein serves as Resource Administrator 

for the FFS. She oversees resource management on 5 state 
forests totaling over 50,000 acres in St. Johns, Flagler and 
Volusia counties. She has been instrumental in implementing 
the FFS’s management philosophy on these lands despite an 
abundance of hurricanes, flooding and wildfire over the past 
several years.   

Tiger Bay State Forest suffered 60% tree mortality from 
the 1998 wildfires.  Cathy coordinated a massive salvage op-

eration immediately after 
the fires and then tackled a 
longleaf pine replanting 
effort that took 5 years to 
complete. Cathy helps plan 
many prescribed fires on the 
forest and in 2014 enlisted 
the National Wild Turkey 
Federation to assist with 
fuel mitigation and increas-
ing acres in their fire return 
interval.   

She has worked to help re-
store the hydric conditions historically prevalent on over 60% 
of the forest, and is working with the St. Johns River Water 
Management District to rehydrate wetlands affected by mu-
nicipal well pumping. 

 Lake George State Forest was also severely impacted by 
the 1998 wildfires. As with Tiger Bay, Cathy worked diligently  
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to salvage the pine timber and subsequently convert hundreds 
of acres of former slash pine plantations to longleaf pine.  She 
worked with multiple grants from the National Arbor Day 
Foundation and Tree ReLeaf programs to help the replanting 
efforts. 

Cathy was on the steering committee responsible for 
successful designation of SR 40 in Volusia, Marion and Lake 
Counties as the Black Bear Scenic Highway.  She has also been 
working closely with Florida DOT on highway widening projects 
that will affect adjacent forests to ensure that prescribed fire 
needs and wildlife crossings are part of the plan. 

No one is more dedicated than Cathy Lowenstein to 
carrying out FFS’s excellent stewardship of Florida’s forest 
resources to ensure they are available for future generations. 

Samantha McGee, FPS Environmental Specialist, was 

nominated by the entire St. Sebastian River Preserve State Park 
staff, who stated that for over a decade she has maintained an 
unmatched level of production.  The 35 square miles preserve 
has 22 natural communities, 630 recorded plant species, and 
390 recorded animal species, 74 of which are protected, 
including two state and six federal endangered species.  

The preserve was acquired with a legacy of disturbed 
hydrology, some of it with long fire exclusions and exotic 
infestations. Sammy helped her park manager partner with the 
St. Johns River Water Management District to restore 
agricultural acreage by filling ditches and restoring sheet flow. 
She has secured habitat restoration grant funds approaching 
one million dollars.  With these grant funds and cooperators, 
Sammy has lead the way for over 10,000 acres of pine 
flatwoods restoration. Historically, the preserve was heavily 
infested with invasive exotic plants. Samantha’s achievement 
of the 18 to 24 month burn rotation, in combination with 
dedicated herbicide treatments, has brought nearly 13,000 
acres of the preserve into maintenance condition.  Her 
leadership in the feral hog removal program has accounted for 
more than 300 hogs annually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following acquisition in 1995, nine active red-cockaded 
woodpecker (RCW) clusters were identified and subsequently 
monitored. After three hurricanes passed directly over the 
preserve in 2004 and 2005, only four individual birds in two 
clusters remained. Sammy aggressively pursued translocations 
and has made surprising progress restoring the population to 
35 RCWs in 13 clusters; approaching its RCW capacity. 
Samantha’s track record of exemplary imperiled or focused 
species work can list many others, such as the Florida scrub-jay, 
brown-headed nuthatch, and hooded pitcher plant. 

When you ask Sammy about her accomplishments, she 
points to the relationships that she has fostered with 
colleagues to focus on the common goal of true stewardship 
and the privilege of mentoring and teaching people who have 
worked with her. Her nomination testified that she shares Jim 
Stevenson’s spirit and love for the land, his respect for those 
who work in the area of conservation, and his appreciation for 
those who visit state parks and reap the benefits of that work. 

 

CFEOR joins the land management agencies in sending 
congratulations to all three winners of the 2014 Jim Stevenson 
Resource Manager of the Year Award!  You exemplify the 
skillful and dedicated stewardship of Florida’s exceptional 
public lands. 
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CFEOR Mission:  

To develop and disseminate knowledge needed to conserve and 

manage Florida’s forest as a healthy, working ecosystem that 

provides social, ecological and economic benefits on a 

sustainable basis. 

CFEOR Administration 

Brad Ellis/Florida Forest Service 

 Steering Committee Chair 
 

Newsletter Contacts 
Tony Fedler, School of Forest Resources and 

Conservation, CFEOR Coordinator,  
tfedler@ufl.edu 

Nancy Peterson, School of Forest Resources and 
Conservation, CFEOR Executive Director, 

njp@ufl.edu 
Phone 352.846.0546 ∙Fax 352.846.1277∙ PO Box 

110410∙ Gainesville, FL  

 Wildlands Fire & Education Conference, Backyards and 
Beyond. October 22-24, 2015. Myrtle Beach, SC.  
National Fire Protection Association’s bi-annual 
Backyards & Beyond Wildland Fire Education Conference 
is a great place for community leaders, researchers, 
insurance professionals, emergency responders, 
homeowners and others involved in wildfire safety and 
preparedness to share their knowledge and best 
practices on key wildfire issues that they can then take 
back to their communities and workplace.  For more 
information visit the conference website: http://
www.nfpa.org/training/backyards-and-beyond 

 Certified Pile Burner Course, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, West 
Central Florida Agriculture Center (Sumter County 
Fairgrounds) Bushnell, FL. $50 fee includes lunch and 
materials. Contact DarLinda Duteau at  (352) 569-6865 or 
dduteau@ufl.edu for more information. 

 S130/190 Basic Wildland Firefighter Training. Online: 
August 3 - 14, 2015 and In-person: August 18 - 21, 2015 
(Both the online and in-person trainings are required).  
This course is designed to provide entry level firefighter 

skills. Participants will receive NWCG certificates for S130, 

S190, and L180. For more information go to: http://
wec.ufl.edu/nata 

 

 Collaborating to Manage Ecosystems. Presented in a 
hybrid format, this workshop builds an appreciation of how 
to manage natural areas as part of a larger ecosystem, in 
coordination with neighboring land owners. Online: 22 
September - 24 October, 2014. In-person: 29 - 30 October, 
2014 Wekiwa Springs State Park, Apopka FL. For more 

information go to: http://wec.ufl.edu/nata 
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